[bookmark: _Hlk174527553]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
[bookmark: _Hlk125706455]





[image: A group of white sheep with horns

Description automatically generated]





September 15, 2024 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

SERVICE THEME: FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST ARE ARMED FOR THE BATTLE
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: We are excited to offer a nursery for your use. It is to the left as you exit the sanctuary. If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” 

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 


Prayer for Worship
Lord, there is so much in life that robs me of joy. So I pray, like King David, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation.” Restore it to me through all the messes and miscues of life. Remind me of what gives real joy—your love for sinners, your promises for your people, your unfailing presence, and your eternal rule over all things. Give me joy in Jesus that no one can take from me. Amen. 

[bookmark: _Hlk115346222]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com

Kent Holz, Pastor							
Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
beautifulsaviorpreschool@gmail.com                                              

631 Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening	CW 631 sts. 1–3
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Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638–1683; (st. 1): tr. Christian Worship, 1993; (sts. 2–3): tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt.
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667
Text and tune: Public domain

Please Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession	
We have entered into God’s house and are standing on holy ground.  However, our sins make us unworthy to stand here and they separate us from our God.  So, let us ask God to have mercy on us and to forgive our sins.

Dear Father in heaven, I confess that I have been a sinner from birth and in countless ways I have sinned against you.  By what I have thought, by what I have said, and by what I have done and failed to do, I have angered you and do not deserve to be standing here today.  Instead, I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  But according to your great mercy and love, hear my prayer and forgive me.

God has loved you and the whole world.  He does not want anyone to be lost.  So, he sent his Son to save sinners like you and me.  Jesus lived a perfect life for you and he died to fully wash away your sins.  Whoever believes in him has eternal life.  Do you believe this?

Yes, I believe!

Sons and daughters of the heavenly Father, be of good cheer.  Your sins are forgiven.  You are justified by the blood of Jesus.  You are at peace with God.  Now let us worship him with joyful and attentive hearts.

Amen.

631 Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening	CW 631 st. 4
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Text: tr. Christian Worship, 1993; Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638–1683
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated


First Reading	Ephesians 6:10–18
	10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
	18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.
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46A The LORD Almighty Is with Us	Psalm 46A
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God is our ref- / uge and strength,
    an ever-present help in / trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the / earth give way
    and the mountains fall into the heart / of the sea,
though its waters / roar and foam
    and the mountains quake with their / surging.   Refrain
 
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- / y of God,
    the holy place where the Most / High dwells.
God is within her, she / will not fall;
    God will help her at / break of day.
“Be still, and know that / I am God;
    I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted / in the earth.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever.  / Amen.   Refrain
Tune: Dale A. Witte
Setting: Dale A. Witte
Music: © 2021 Dale A. Witte, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Gospel	Mark 9:14–27
	14When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them. 15As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.
	16“What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.
	17A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.”
	19“You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”
	20So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.
	21Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?”
	“From childhood,” he answered. 22“It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”
	23“ ‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.”
	24Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”
	25When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”
	26The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.

Children’s Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children’s Church During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.
870 O Church, Arise	CW 870
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

First Reading	1 Kings 18:21–39
	21Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”
	But the people said nothing.
	22Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the Lord’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by fire—he is God.”
	Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”
	25Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” 26So they took the bull given them and prepared it.
	Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made.
	27At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 28So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. 29Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention.
	30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down. 31Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” 32With the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.”
	34“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.
	“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. 35The water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench.
	36At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. 37Answer me, Lord, answer me, so these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.”
	38Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.
	39When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord—he is God! The Lord—he is God!”

“Whom will you follow?”








Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.
 
Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.
 
Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing to others.
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.
 
Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot defend themselves.
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.
 
Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.
 
Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.
Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.

517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness	CW 517
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt.
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain
Closing Prayer
Lord God, you give us every good and perfect gift. Strengthen us both in our bodies and our souls so that we do what is pleasing to you and beneficial to all people. Compel us by the self-sacrificing love of Christ to be your witnesses in the world. Empower us by the gifts of your Holy Spirit to conduct our lives to your glory and for our eternal good. Let the words that we have heard and spoken today stay with us in the week ahead. Help us to put them into
practice in our lives. We pray in the name of Jesus, our risen Savior. 
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
849 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me	CW 849
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Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Julie K. Hausmann, 1825–1901
Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain
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Setting One from Christian Worship
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: Followers of Christ Are Humble Servants. Our readings will be: Numbers 12: 1-15, James 3: 13-18, and Mark 9: 30-37. We will sing the following hymns: 737 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant, 704 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus, 735 Before You I Kneel, and 518 Christ Be My Leader.

THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship
† Monday		No School-Staff Development Day
9am Mornings with Mommy			
† Wednesday		11:30am Lunch Bunch
6pm Bible Study
† Sunday 		9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship


New Bible Information Class 
A new BIC (Bible Information Class) will begin on Sunday, October 6.  What is BIC? It provides an overview of the main themes and message of the Bible. It also serves as our new member class. If you would like to grow in your understanding of God’s Word, please check out the class. It will run 13 weeks, every Sunday after worship. Questions? Please speak with Pastor Holz.

Children’s Church
We are in need of volunteers to help out with our children’s church. Volunteers will share a brief Bible lesson and activity with young children during the sermon time of the Sunday service. Questions or willing to help out? Please see Barb Noon. 

Confirmation Class Begins Today!
Calling all 6th, 7th, and 8th graders! We will begin our fall confirmation classes today following the Sunday service. During these classes, we study the basic teachings of the Bible and grow in our knowledge of the Word of God. It also prepares young people for communicant membership at Beautiful Savior. The classes will meet weekly and last for one hour.

Call Received
Pastor Holz has received a call to serve as Pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in Hayward, WI. Please keep Pastor and Pamela in your prayers as he deliberates his current call here at Beautiful Savior and the one to Peace Lutheran in the days ahead. Your input and thoughts are appreciated. 

Outdoor Club
On Saturday, September 28, there will be an opportunity to enjoy fellowship and fresh air. We are planning a hike on the Clarksville Greenway.  Park at the lot at 1101 Pollard Road.  We are hoping to walk to the Mary Oak’s Trailhead.  This path is all paved.  Meet in the parking lot at 9am. Hike will begin at 9:15. The hike is about 4 miles long, but can be made shorter as well.  If you have questions, please call Hannah Lacey at: 775-515-2639.

Friday Night Bonfire
On Friday, October 4, we will be having a bonfire night. Bring a chair, any games you would like for the kids, and enjoy some time to fellowship and relax. Hot dogs and s’mores will be provided. The event will start at 6pm. 

Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch will take place Wednesday, September 18, at 11:30am.  Lunch will be served here at church for our older and/or retired members and friends. If you would like to attend, please sign up so the hosts can get an accurate headcount for the meal preparations.  A free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of the meal. After the meal there will be a short devotion. This will be a great opportunity for fellowship and a chance to get to know other people. 

Pumpkin Patch Work Day
We are starting to make plans for our annual pumpkin patch. Saturday October, 12th we will have a work day starting at 9am. We will be setting up the tents for the pumpkin patch, setting the pallets in place and getting everything ready for the delivery for the pumpkins which will arrive on Sunday, October 13th. Please join in if you are able. Thank you!

Pumpkin Patch Schedule
Saturday, October 12, 9am-12pm – Pumpkin Patch Work Day
Sunday, October 13, 12pm – Pumpkins Arrive! 
Tuesday, October 15-Thursday October 31 – Pumpkin Patch open daily 12-6pm
Sunday, October 27- Fall Festival



Mornings with Mommy
[image: No photo description available.]What is Mornings with Mommy?  Mornings with Mommy isn’t preschool and it isn’t childcare. It’s something different. Mornings with Mommy is a fun and easy way for you to enjoy activities with your children and meet other moms. There will be age appropriate activities for  infants, toddlers and preschoolers. The best part is, we do all the planning. You just sign up! Moms can mingle with each other and enjoy activities with their children, including: arts and crafts, sensory table, story time, music, educational toys and a snack. The program costs only five dollars per family per session and includes all snacks and activities. Pre-registration is required.  If you would like to attend, please go to “Facebook: Mornings with Mommy – Clarksville”. The Mornings with Mommy will meet on Tuesdays at 9am. The schedule is as follows: 
Sept 16- Colors and Shapes
Sept 30- At the Farm
Oct 14- Things That Go
Oct 28- Fall Fun
Nov 11- Dinosaurs
Nov 25- Harvest Time
Dec 9- Happy Birthday Jesus 


Lawn Maintenance
We are looking for volunteers to cut the grass throughout the summer. We have a zero-turn lawn mower, trimmer, and leaf blower. We even provide the gas! What we need are people willing to spend some time on a Friday or Saturday getting the property ready for church on Sunday. If you would like to help, please see the sign-up sheet in the entry-way. If you have questions, talk to Pastor. 




Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Mikaela Watkins, friend of Bob and Judy Mader (lung cancer and surgery); Roger Fox, son of Hilde Fox (cancer); Cynthia Thorington, sister of Brenda Henschen (long-term Covid symptoms); Linda Kiecker, daughter of Selma Noon (pancreatic cancer); Theresa Robinson (recovery from eye surgery); Stacia Gupton, friend of Caryn Mclain, (serious illness); Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.









Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Daniel Lane, Josh Geer
Greeters: Art & Sandy Ebbinger
Kitchen: Charmaine Smith, Mary Daniel
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (N-S)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Merle Goodall, Ray Mefford
Greeters: Loretta Wilder, Ernie Rautter
Kitchen: Hannah, Mary, Margareta
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (T-Z)
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra ges, I need not fear;
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en and night has come,
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for when your hand is guid - ing, in peace I go.

SO take my hand and lead me un - to the end.
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