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September 1, 2024 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

SERVICE THEME: THE GOD-LIVED LIFE IS A LIFE LIVED SHREWDLY
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: We are excited to offer a nursery for your use. It is to the left as you exit the sanctuary. If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” 

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 


Prayer for Worship
Gracious God, all I have comes from you: my body and mind, my strength and intelligence, my time and abilities, my energy and possessions. Guard me from the temptation to use these gifts only for my own benefit. Make me willing to use them joyfully in service to you and other people. Amen. 


[bookmark: _Hlk115346222]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com

Kent Holz, Pastor							
Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
beautifulsaviorpreschool@gmail.com                                              
511 Crown Him with Many Crowns	CW 511 sts. 1–3
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Text (sts. 1–2): Matthew Bridges, 1800–1894, abr., alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession	
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
511 Crown Him with Many Crowns	CW 511 st. 4
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800–1894, abr., alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893
Text and tune: Public domain
Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading	2 Kings 4:8–17
	8One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was there, who urged him to stay for a meal. So whenever he came by, he stopped there to eat. 9She said to her husband, “I know that this man who often comes our way is a holy man of God. 10Let’s make a small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for him. Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us.”
	11One day when Elisha came, he went up to his room and lay down there. 12He said to his servant Gehazi, “Call the Shunammite.” So he called her, and she stood before him. 13Elisha said to him, “Tell her, ‘You have gone to all this trouble for us. Now what can be done for you? Can we speak on your behalf to the king or the commander of the army?’ ”
	She replied, “I have a home among my own people.”
	14“What can be done for her?” Elisha asked.
	Gehazi said, “She has no son, and her husband is old.”
	15Then Elisha said, “Call her.” So he called her, and she stood in the doorway. 16“About this time next year,” Elisha said, “you will hold a son in your arms.”
	“No, my lord!” she objected. “Please, man of God, don’t mislead your servant!”
	17But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her.
 









16B This Is the Day	Psalm 16B
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
 
Lord, you alone are my portion / and my cup;
    you make my / lot secure.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant / places;
    surely I have a delightful in- / heritance.
I keep my eyes always / on the Lord.
    With him at my right hand, I will not be / shaken.   Refrain
 
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue re- / joices;
    my body also will / rest secure,
because you will not abandon me to the realm / of the dead,
    nor will you let your Holy One / see decay.
You make known to me the / path of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence, 
    with eternal pleasures at / your right hand.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Dale A. Witte
Setting: Dale A. Witte
Music: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Second Reading	1 Timothy 6:6–15
	6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
	11But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which God will bring about in his own time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
 
Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.
753 My Worth Is Not in What I Own	CW 753 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5
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4	I will not boast in wealth or might,
or human wisdom’s fleeting light.
    But I will boast in knowing Christ
        at the cross. (Refrain)

5	Two wonders here that I confess:
my worth and my unworthiness.
    My value fixed—my ransom paid
        at the cross. (Refrain)
Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Tune: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text and tune: © 2014 Getty Music Publishing and Makeway Music, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Gospel	Luke 16:1–15
	1Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’
	3“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’
	5“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
	6“ ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.
	 “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’
	7“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’
	 “ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.
	 “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’
	8“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
	10“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?
	13“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”
	14The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 15He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but God knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight.

“Live for the now or live for the new?”
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son 
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.


Prayer of the Church
Almighty Father, you are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing. You give us time, energy, talents, and treasures. Because of you we can say with the psalmist, “the boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places.” Your Word teaches us of your great love for us and how to love our neighbor. Give us wisdom in using your gifts in God-pleasing ways. Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, you tell us that “what people value highly is detestable in God’s sight.” Help us to recognize our true treasure in you, our Savior and our God. Protect us from the devil who would have us marvel at insignificant things as a treasure, while neglecting the great gifts you give us in your Word and Sacraments. Give us wisdom in cherishing you and your greater gifts in God-pleasing ways. Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Holy Spirit, you have set us apart and made our bodies your temple. You live in us. Your Word teaches us who we really are by the grace of God and through the innocent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. Give us wisdom to see that godliness with contentment is great gain and grow in us the fruit that is pleasing to you. Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
 
Silent prayer.
 
Accept our prayers for the sake of Jesus our Savior. Help us to not be arrogant nor put our hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but help us put our hope in you, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment, for Jesus, our Savior’s sake.
Amen.
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Description automatically generated]Offering  “We love because he first loved us.” 1Jn 4:19  God’s love in sending Jesus to live, to suffer, and to die for each of us motivates the members of Beautiful Savior to show their love and thanks by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained.
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The Sacrament
Preface	
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:




Holy, Holy, Holy	CW 167
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Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God	CW 169
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Distribution (When we come to the Lord’s Supper, we receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the personal assurance of forgiveness. But the Lord’s Supper is also a confessional act, by which we confess a oneness of faith. We therefore ask only those who are confirmed members of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church or of sister Wisconsin Synod Lutheran churches to approach the altar. If anyone has a question about our communion practice or would like to become a communicant member of Beautiful Savior, please speak with the pastor after the service.)

749 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending	CW 749
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Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915–2006
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text: © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain
Communion Blessing
The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. Go T in peace.
Amen.
Closing Prayer
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.










751 O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made	CW 751
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Text: Frank L. Cross, 1904–2001
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, alt.
Text: © 1961, ren 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain Acknowledgments
Setting One from Christian Worship
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.


Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: Followers of Christ See the True Purpose of His Power. Our readings will be: Isaiah 35: 4-7a, Acts 3: 1-10, and Mark 7: 31-37 . We will sing the following hymns: 765 O Son of God, in Galilee, 769 Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old, 537 Word of God, Come Down on Earth, and 520 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing.                                     

THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship
† Monday		No School – Labor Day
† Tuesday		5pm- Nurture & Outreach			
† Wednesday		6pm Bible Study
† Sunday 		9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
12pm-2pm-Back 2 School Fun Day! 

Sunday School Resumes
There is Sunday School for all ages!  From adults to little ones, our Sunday School classes will meet every Sunday at 9:30am. 

Lawn Maintenance
We are looking for volunteers to cut the grass throughout the summer. We have a zero-turn lawn mower, trimmer, and leaf blower. We even provide the gas! What we need are people willing to spend some time on a Friday or Saturday getting the property ready for church on Sunday. If you would like to help, please see the sign-up sheet in the entry-way. If you have questions, talk to Pastor. 
Children’s Church
We are in need of volunteers to help out with our children’s church. Volunteers will share a brief Bible lesson and activity with young children during the sermon time of the Sunday service. Questions or willing to help out? Please see Barb Noon. 
Call Received
Pastor Holz has received a call to serve as Pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in Hayward, WI. Please keep Pastor and Pamela in your prayers as he deliberates his current call here at Beautiful Savior and the one to Peace Lutheran in the days ahead. Your input and thoughts are appreciated. 

Calling all 6th, 7th, and 8th Graders
This year’s Confirmation Classes will begin on Sunday, September 15, at 12pm. Confirmation Class is a time to grow in understanding of God’s Word, and to prepare the students to receive the Lord’s Supper as a communicant member of the congregation. 
Bible Study
It’s likely that most of us have questions related to our faith. Many questions. How does what we believe show itself in our lives? What is the motivation in our lives? In what way are our worship services a product of what we believe? How does our faith influence our relationship to our parents, children, spouse, and neighbors? How does the message of Jesus impact the way we use our time, the offerings we give for the Lord’s work, or even the words we speak to our neighbor? 

Living My Life as a Christian guides us to think about how the message of Jesus touches every aspect of our lives. Join us for our Bible study as we contemplate what this message means for each of us and our lives. Join us for Bible Study Sunday mornings at 9:15am. 


25th Anniversary Special Offering
Our total goal that we are planning to raise is $50,000.  You can see the full list of items and the donations raised so far on the display in the entryway.
If you would like to give a special gift for the 2025 projects, please make sure that you designate the donation for the “25th Anniversary fund” on your envelope or your on-line donation.
We are also excited to announce that there is a 1:1 matching grant that will be given for any gifts given through the anniversary date of June 8, 2025.  All donations above our $50,000 goal will be used to reestablish our Emergency Fund and to pay down the principal on our mortgage. 
We humbly ask that any donations for the 25th Anniversary be “above and beyond” your regular and gracious support of our ministry. 
If you have any questions about the projects or how to give a gift, please speak with Art Ebbinger.





Back to School Fun Day
On Sunday, September 8, we will be having a special day for the kids!  After the Sunday service, there will be food and age-appropriate outdoor games with everything from bouncy houses to face painting and skill games with prizes. Please bring water clothes and towels.  The Sunday service will be at 10:30 as usual, and the food will start at 11:30, with games from 12-2 pm.  Plan on staying and bring a friend to worship and enjoy the fun!
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Back to School Fun Day Volunteers
We will need help supervising the games and events for the Back to School Fun Day.  Please see the sign-up sheet on the entryway table.  All games and materials will be provided, we just need help making them happen!

Mornings with Mommy
[image: No photo description available.]What is Mornings with Mommy?  Mornings with Mommy isn’t preschool and it isn’t childcare. It’s something different. Mornings with Mommy is a fun and easy way for you to enjoy activities with your children and meet other moms. There will be age appropriate activities for  infants, toddlers and preschoolers. The best part is, we do all the planning. You just sign up! Moms can mingle with each other and enjoy activities with their children, including: arts and crafts, sensory table, story time, music, educational toys and a snack. The program costs only five dollars per family per session and includes all snacks and activities. Pre-registration is required.  If you would like to attend, please go to “Facebook: Mornings with Mommy – Clarksville”. The Mornings with Mommy will meet on Tuesdays at 9am. The schedule is as follows: 
Sept 16- Colors and Shapes
Sept 30- At the Farm
Oct 14- Things That Go
Oct 28- Fall Fun
Nov 11- Dinosaurs
Nov 25- Harvest Time
Dec 9- Happy Birthday Jesus 











Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Mikaela Watkins, friend of Bob and Judy Mader (lung cancer and surgery); Roger Fox, son of Hilde Fox (cancer); Cynthia Thorington, sister of Brenda Henschen (long-term Covid symptoms); Linda Kiecker, daughter of Selma Noon (pancreatic cancer); Theresa Robinson (recovery from eye surgery); Stacia Gupton, friend of Caryn Mclain, (serious illness); Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.


Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Mike Rathge, Trey Church
Greeters: Jeff & Eileen Cleveland
Kitchen: Gael I, Loretta W, Mary D
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (A-G)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: David Johnson, Ernie Rautter
Greeters: Doris Harvey, Ray Mefford
Kitchen: Ingeborg, Hannah, Mary
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (H-M)
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Our Mission
By grace, the mission of
Beautiful Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church is
to proclaim the Word of God so that we may praise his name,
grow together in the knowledge of our Savior,
and share with others his message of forgiveness and eternal life.
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