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August 25, 2024 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

SERVICE THEME: THE GOD-LIVED LIFE IS A LIFE OF HOSPITALITY
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: We are excited to offer a nursery for your use. It is to the left as you exit the sanctuary. If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” 

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 


Prayer for Worship
Heavenly Father, your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Open my mind so that I may understand your Word clearly and purely, and then help me to pattern my life according to it. I ask this through Jesus, your Son and my Savior. Amen.


[bookmark: _Hlk115346222]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com

Kent Holz, Pastor							
Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
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Text: adapted by Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; adapted by Matt Merker, b. 1984; Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt.
Tune: Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; Matt Merker, b. 1984
Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626




Please Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession	
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
Forgive my sins, O Lord – forgive the sins of my present and the sins of my past, the sins of my soul and the sins of my body; the sins which I have done to please myself, and the sins which I have done to please others. Forgive my sins of weakness and the sins that I committed deliberately. Forgive me for the sins I remember and the sins I have forgotten, the sins I have tried to hide from others and the sins I long to hide from my own memory. Out of your great mercy, Lord, forgive me of all my wrongs! 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty God, you sent your Son to become one of us to cleanse us and claim us. Give to us the same spirit of hospitality Jesus had to look on each stranger as someone you love, and therefore worthy of our time and concern; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 Amen.
 
Please be seated
First Reading	Genesis 18:1–15
	1The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.
	3He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.”
	“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”
	6So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.”
	7Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.
	9“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.
	“There, in the tent,” he said.
	10Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”
	Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”
	13Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”
	15Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.”
	But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”
133A Oh, How Good and Pleasant It Is	Psalm 133A
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
 
It is like precious oil poured on the / head,
   running down on the / beard,
      running down on Aaron’s / beard,
         down on the collar of his / robe.   Refrain
 
It is as if the dew of / Hermon
   were falling on Mount / Zion.
      For there the Lord bestows his / blessing,
         even life forever- / more.
 
Glory be to the Father and to the / Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
      as it was in the be- / ginning,
         is now, and will be forever. A- / men.    Refrain
Text: Book of Common Prayer, 1979
Tune: Robert A. Hawthorne
Setting: Robert A. Hawthorne
Text: Public domain (refrain)
Music: © 2002 Church Publishing Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Second Reading	Acts 2:42–47
	42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
 
Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.
711 Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult	CW 711
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Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–1895, alt.
Tune: Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716
Text and tune: Public domain
Gospel	Matthew 9:9–13
	9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
	10While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
	12On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

“Eating with sinners”






Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Reception of New Members
Prayer of the Church
Lord Jesus Christ, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, you humbled yourself to be born of a virgin. You became one of us. Your hospitality knew and knows no bounds. You invited fishermen, a tax collector, people from all walks of life to be your disciples. You welcomed little children and took them up in your arms. You spoke to the woman at the well and offered her living water—forgiveness and life. Give us a rich measure of your Holy Spirit so that we take that same view of all people we meet. Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Holy Spirit, you have turned our hearts from the darkness of sin and eternal death to the light of life and an eternity in heaven through Jesus Christ alone. You have given us eyes to see our Savior Jesus. Give us eyes to see each person we meet as one for whom our Savior died, and one God loves dearly. Give us the words to speak in love. Grow us in wisdom through our study of your word and grant us peace. Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Father, you created us and continue to provide and protect us. Give us the courage and trust to take you at your word. Your word tells us, “You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9). Give us the courage to be hospitable to others whether in the family of believers or those not yet in the family of believers. Protect and provide for us and let our generosity overflow to strangers. Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
  
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
 
Silent prayer.
 
Accept our prayers and grant all we need, not because we are worthy, but for the sake of Jesus Christ who lived a perfect life in our place and died for our sins and was raised again. 
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.











767 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us	CW 767 sts. 1–2, 4
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–1889, alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–1887
Text and tune: Public domain
Closing Prayer
Merciful God, we thank you for once again having spoken to us through your Word. Let your Word be a light to our path, so that neither the attractions nor the worries of this life may be able to turn our thoughts from the life to come. As we now prepare to leave this house of God, let the Holy Spirit accompany us, so that we may be responsive to your voice speaking to our hearts. Give us forgiveness for yesterday, faith for today, and strength for tomorrow. We ask this of you in the name of Jesus, the name above every name.  
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
726 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living	CW 726
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Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, b. 1934
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: The God-Lived Life is a Life Lived Shrewdly. Our readings will be:2 Kings 4: 8-17, 1 Timothy 6: 6-19, and Luke 16: 1-15. We will sing the following hymns: 511 Crown Him with Many Crowns, 753 My Worth Is Not in What I Own, 749 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending, and 751 O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made. 


THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship	
† Wednesday		6pm Bible Study
† Sunday 		9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship




Welcome!
Today we are blessed to welcome into the Beautiful Savior family our newest members: Aaron Brooks, Duel Jones, Judy Mader, and Ben and Shelbey Porod (Paisley and Hoyt). Please introduce yourself and say “hi” if you have not already done so and may God bless our fellowship together in the Beautiful Savior family.

Sunday School Resumes
There is Sunday School for all ages!  From adults to little ones, our Sunday School classes will meet every Sunday at 9:30am. 


Outdoor Club
On Saturday, August 31, there will be an opportunity to enjoy fellowship and fresh air. We are planning a hike of the Grassland Trail at Dunbar Cave State Park. Park at the main park entrance off Dunbar Cave Road.   Meet in the parking lot at 9am. Hike will begin at 9:15. The hike is about 2.2 miles long.  If you have questions, please call Hannah Lacey at 775-515-2639.


Lawn Maintenance
We are looking for volunteers to cut the grass throughout the summer. We have a zero-turn lawn mower, trimmer, and leaf blower. We even provide the gas! What we need are people willing to spend some time on a Friday or Saturday getting the property ready for church on Sunday. If you would like to help, please see the sign-up sheet in the entry-way. If you have questions, talk to Pastor. 

Call Received
Pastor Holz has received a call to serve as Pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in Hayward, WI. Please keep Pastor and Pamela in your prayers as he deliberates his current call here at Beautiful Savior and the one to Peace Lutheran in the days ahead. Your input and thoughts are appreciated. 


Calling all 6th, 7th, and 8th Graders
This year’s Confirmation Classes will begin on Sunday, September 15, at 12pm. Confirmation Class is a time to grow in understanding of God’s Word, and to prepare the students to receive the Lord’s Supper as a communicant member of the congregation. 


Children’s Church
We are in need of volunteers to help out with our children’s church. Volunteers will share a brief Bible lesson and activity with young children during the sermon time of the Sunday service. Questions or willing to help out? Please see Barb Noon. 


Back to School Fun Day
On Sunday, September 8, we will be having a special day for the kids!  After the Sunday service, there will be food and age-appropriate outdoor games with everything from bouncy houses to face painting and skill games with prizes. Please bring water clothes and towels.  The Sunday service will be at 10:30 as usual, and the food will start at 11:30, with games from 12-2 pm.  Plan on staying and bring a friend to worship and enjoy the fun!
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Back to School Fun Day Volunteers
We will need help supervising the games and events for the Back to School Fun Day.  Please see the sign-up sheet on the entryway table.  All games and materials will be provided, we just need help making them happen!

Bible Study
It’s likely that most of us have questions related to our faith. Many questions. How does what we believe show itself in our lives? What is the motivation in our lives? In what way are our worship services a product of what we believe? How does our faith influence our relationship to our parents, children, spouse, and neighbors? How does the message of Jesus impact the way we use our time, the offerings we give for the Lord’s work, or even the words we speak to our neighbor? 

Living My Life as a Christian guides us to think about how the message of Jesus touches every aspect of our lives. Join us for our Bible study as we contemplate what this message means for each of us and our lives. Join us for Bible Study Sunday mornings at 9:15am. 



25th Anniversary Special Offering
Our total goal that we are planning to raise is $50,000.  You can see the full list of items and the donations raised so far on the display in the entryway.
If you would like to give a special gift for the 2025 projects, please make sure that you designate the donation for the “25th Anniversary fund” on your envelope or your on-line donation.
We are also excited to announce that there is a 1:1 matching grant that will be given for any gifts given through the anniversary date of June 8, 2025.  All donations above our $50,000 goal will be used to reestablish our Emergency Fund and to pay down the principal on our mortgage. 
We humbly ask that any donations for the 25th Anniversary be “above and beyond” your regular and gracious support of our ministry. 
If you have any questions about the projects or how to give a gift, please speak with Art Ebbinger.




Mornings with Mommy
[image: No photo description available.]What is Mornings with Mommy?  Mornings with Mommy isn’t preschool and it isn’t childcare. It’s something different. Mornings with Mommy is a fun and easy way for you to enjoy activities with your children and meet other moms. There will be age appropriate activities for  infants, toddlers and preschoolers. The best part is, we do all the planning. You just sign up! Moms can mingle with each other and enjoy activities with their children, including: arts and crafts, sensory table, story time, music, educational toys and a snack. The program costs only five dollars per family per session and includes all snacks and activities. Pre-registration is required.  If you would like to attend, please go to “Facebook: Mornings with Mommy – Clarksville”. The Mornings with Mommy will meet on Tuesdays at 9am. The schedule is as follows: 
Sept 16- Colors and Shapes
Sept 30- At the Farm
Oct 14- Things That Go
Oct 28- Fall Fun
Nov 11- Dinosaurs
Nov 25- Harvest Time
Dec 9- Happy Birthday Jesus 











Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Mikaela Watkins, friend of Bob and Judy Mader (lung cancer and surgery); Roger Fox, son of Hilde Fox (cancer); Cynthia Thorington, sister of Brenda Henschen (long-term Covid symptoms); Linda Kiecker, daughter of Selma Noon (pancreatic cancer); Theresa Robinson (recovery from eye surgery); Stacia Gupton, friend of Caryn Mclain, (serious illness); Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.


Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Art Ebbinger, Ray Mefford
Greeters: Loretta Wilder, Ernie Rautter
Kitchen: Hannah L, Mary D, Margareta S
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (T-Z)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Mike Rathge, Trey Church
Greeters: Jeff & Eileen Cleveland
Kitchen: Gael I, Loretta W, Mary D
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (A-G)
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