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August 18, 2024 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

SERVICE THEME: THE GOD-LIVED LIFE IS A LIFE LIVED FOR OTHERS
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: We are excited to offer a nursery for your use. It is to the left as you exit the sanctuary. If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” 

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 


Prayer for Worship
Heavenly Father, your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Open my mind so that I may understand your Word clearly and purely, and then help me to pattern my life according to it. I ask this through Jesus, your Son and my Savior. Amen.


[bookmark: _Hlk115346222]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com

Kent Holz, Pastor							
Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
beautifulsaviorpreschool@gmail.com                                              
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820–1915, abr., alt.
Tune: William H. Doane, 1832–1915
Text and tune: Public domain

Please Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession	
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Heavenly Father, Giver of every good and perfect gift. Use us as your instruments to live such good lives among those who don’t know you that they may see our good deeds and glorify you on the Day you visit us. Help us to use the gifts and talents you have given us in service to you and our neighbor; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading	Acts 9:36–42
	36In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
	39Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.
	40Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.
 41D O Blest Are They Who in Their Love	Psalm 41D
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Second Reading	1 Thessalonians 4:9–12
	9Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
 
Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.
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Gospel	Luke 10:25–37
	25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
	26“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
	27He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
	28“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
	29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
	30In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
	36“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
	37The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
	Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

“Jesus makes us loving neighbors”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
Lord Jesus, our only Savior and Lord, we praise and thank you for humbling yourself for us. You gave your life for ours that we might be called children of God, and that is what we are. No earthly effort or riches could be given to satisfy God’s just wrath over us and our sins. We were helpless and hopeless. But your holy precious blood paid the price of our forgiveness. You gave yourself freely and willingly for us. Now eternity is ours as a gift earned by you. Grant that we live in awe of this gift and thanksgiving for each day of your grace. Grant us the grace to live our lives for you by living for others. Lord in your mercy:
[bookmark: m_4623672216990515540__Hlk69726153]Hear our prayer.

Holy Spirit, work in us a rich measure of wisdom that we may reflect your love for us in the lives we live here on earth. Work in us a rich measure of your peace that we can boldly spend our lives in serving others and helping them in their need. Loosen our tongues and bless us with the words to speak to encourage and help others with your love, forgiveness, and truth. Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, creator of all, provider of our every need, strengthen our hands to serve you by serving others. Provide our every need and grant us a rich measure of your abundance that we may never fail to have enough as we share with others of the good gifts you have given to us.  Help us use the hours of each day not just for ourselves but for you. Help us use the treasure you have given to bless others. Help us to use the abilities you have given us to serve more than be served, as your Son did for us. Lord, in your mercy:
[bookmark: m_4623672216990515540__Hlk69729068]Hear our prayer.
      
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

 Silent prayer.

Teach us, O Lord, to love each other more and more. Grant that as we use the gifts you give to live our lives for others, we not only glorify you, but win the respect of outsiders that they may come to listen and learn of your life lived for us, died for us, and raised for our forgiveness and eternal life. 
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.
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Closing Prayer
How can we thank you, Father, for allowing us to worship in your house today! We have heard the promises of your love in the gospel. We have praised you, confessed you, and prayed for your blessings. We have been strengthened by the witness and worship of others. Keep our faith strong as we live out the tasks of our lives, take away our doubts and fears, and give us courage to share the good news of your Son wherever we go and however we can.
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: The God-Lived Life is a Life of Hospitality. Our readings will be: Genesis 18: 1-15, Acts 2: 42-47, and Matthew 9: 9-13. We will sing the following hymns: 600 All Praise to Him, 711 Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult, 767 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us, and 748 Brothers, Sisters, Les Us Gladly. 

THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship
† Monday		4 pm Board of Education	
† Wednesday		11:30am Lunch Bunch
6 pm Bible Study
† Friday		6:30 pm Nashville Sounds Game	
† Sunday 		9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

Sunday School Resumes
There is Sunday School for all ages!  From adults to little ones, our Sunday School classes will meet every Sunday at 9:30am. 

Nashville Sounds Game
There will be an outing to the Nashville Sounds baseball game on Friday, August 23. Game time is at 6:35pm. If we have 20 people sign up, tickets will be $25.13 each. If we have fewer than 20 tickets, they will be the regular price of $36.05. Please sign up on the sheet by Monday, August 19, so we know how many tickets to purchase. 

Back to School Fun Day
On Sunday, September 8, we will be having a special day for the kids!  After the Sunday service, there will be food and age-appropriate outdoor games with everything from bouncy houses to face painting and skill games with prizes. Please bring water clothes and towels.  The Sunday service will be at 10:30 as usual, and the food will start at 11:30, with games from 12-2 pm.  Plan on staying and bring a friend to worship and enjoy the fun!

Back to School Fun Day Volunteers
We will need help supervising the games and events for the Back to School Fun Day.  Please see the sign-up sheet on the entryway table.  All games and materials will be provided, we just need help making them happen!

Outdoor Club
On Saturday, August 31, there will be an opportunity to enjoy fellowship and fresh air. We are planning a hike of the Grassland Trail at Dunbar Cave State Park. Park at the main park entrance off Dunbar Cave Road.   Meet in the parking lot at 9am. Hike will begin at 9:15. The hike is about 2.2 miles long.  If you have questions, please call Hannah Lacey at 775-515-2639.

Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch will take place Wednesday, August 21, at 11:30am.  Lunch will be served here at church for our older and/or retired members and friends. If you would like to attend please sign up so the hosts can get an accurate headcount for the meal preparations.  A free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of the meal. After the meal there will be a short devotion. This will be a great opportunity for fellowship and a chance to get to know other people. 



Lawn Maintenance
We are looking for volunteers to cut the grass throughout the summer. We have a zero-turn lawn mower, trimmer, and leaf blower. We even provide the gas! What we need are people willing to spend some time on a Friday or Saturday getting the property ready for church on Sunday. If you would like to help, please see the sign-up sheet in the entry-way. If you have questions, talk to Pastor. 


Bible Study
It’s likely that most of us have questions related to our faith. Many questions. How does what we believe show itself in our lives? What is the motivation in our lives? In what way are our worship services a product of what we believe? How does our faith influence our relationship to our parents, children, spouse, and neighbors? How does the message of Jesus impact the way we use our time, the offerings we give for the Lord’s work, or even the words we speak to our neighbor? 

Living My Life as a Christian guides us to think about how the message of Jesus touches every aspect of our lives. Join us for our Bible study as we contemplate what this message means for each of us and our lives. Join us for Bible Study Sunday mornings at 9:15am. 
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25th Anniversary Special Offering
We will be giving thanks to God for the blessings that we have received through the 25 years of our ministry next summer, June 8, 2025.  As we prepare for that day of celebration, we are working on several special projects to improve or update our facilities and property.  Among those projects are: 

· A new sign for the entryway of our church
· New carpet and paint for the sanctuary
· A/V Updates
· A nursery room
· New paraments
· Meal Catering

Our total goal that we are planning to raise is $50,000.  You can see the full list of items and the donations raised so far on the display in the entryway.
If you would like to give a special gift for the 2025 projects, please make sure that you designate the donation for the “25th Anniversary fund” on your envelope or your on-line donation.
We are also excited to announce that there is a 1:1 matching grant that will be given for any gifts given through the anniversary date of June 8, 2025.  All donations above our $50,000 goal will be used to reestablish our Emergency Fund and to pay down the principal on our mortgage. 
We humbly ask that any donations for the 25th Anniversary be “above and beyond” your regular and gracious support of our ministry. 
If you have any questions about the projects or how to give a gift, please speak with Art Ebbinger.








Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Mikaela Watkins, friend of Bob and Judy Mader (lung cancer and surgery); Roger Fox, son of Hilde Fox (cancer); Cynthia Thorington, sister of Brenda Henschen (long-term Covid symptoms); Linda Kiecker, daughter of Selma Noon (pancreatic cancer); Theresa Robinson (recovery from eye surgery); Stacia Gupton, friend of Caryn Mclain, (serious illness); Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.


Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Daniel Lane, Josh Geer
Greeters: Art & Sandy Ebbinger
Kitchen: Charmaine Smith, Mary Daniel
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (N-S)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Art Ebbinger, Ray Mefford
Greeters: Loretta Wilder, Ernie Rautter
Kitchen: Hannah L, Mary D, Margareta S
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (T-Z)
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Our Mission
By grace, the mission of
Beautiful Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church is
to proclaim the Word of God so that we may praise his name,
grow together in the knowledge of our Savior,
and share with others his message of forgiveness and eternal life.
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