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May 5, 2024 – Sixth Sunday of Easter

SERVICE THEME: JESUS’ BUSINESS IS LOVE: THEREFORE, SO IS OURS
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: We are excited to offer a nursery for your use. It is to the left as you exit the sanctuary. If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” 

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 
Prayer for Worship
Almighty God, you have given us your only Son so that he may be for us both a sacrifice for sin and an example of living in faith. Give me grace and strength to follow Jesus wherever it may lead. Help me to strive every day in my life to walk in his footsteps. I ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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Text: Robin Mann, b. 1949
Tune: Robin Mann, b. 1949
Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Please Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession	
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
461 He Is Arisen! Glorious Word	CW 461
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Text: tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt.; Birgitte K. Boye, 1742–1824
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608
Text and tune: Public domain

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long for what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading	Acts 9:36–42
	36In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
	39Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.
	40Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.
 

89A Forever I Will Sing	Psalm 89A
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I will sing of the Lord’s great love for- / ever;
    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all gener- / ations.
I will declare that your love stands firm for- / ever,
    that you have established your faithfulness in / heav’n itself.
The heavens praise your / wonders, Lord,
    your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the / holy ones.    Refrain
 
Who is like you, Lord God Al- / mighty?
    You, Lord, are mighty, and your faithfulness sur- / rounds you.
Blessed are those who have learned to ac- / claim you,
    who walk in the light of your / presence, Lord.
They rejoice in your name / all day long;
    they celebrate your / righteousness.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Marty Haugen
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: © 1988, 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Setting: © 2011 Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by permission: License no. 130353436
Gospel 	John 15:9–17
	9“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17This is my command: Love each other.

Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.






523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us	CW 523
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 1995 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: One License no. A-716626



Sermon	1 John 4:7–11,19–21
	7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
	19We love because he first loved us. 20Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.
“It’s all about God’s love!”
Confirmation

My dear young friends, when you were baptized, your gracious Lord forgave all your sins and covered you with the robe of Christ’s righteousness. Through water and Word he created faith in your hearts and adopted you into the family of believers. As you matured and heard and studied the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit enlightened your minds and preserved you as children of God.
 
You have expressed the desire to confess the truths you believe before your Savior, your family and friends, and this congregation. You are ready to say with St. Paul, “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” You have learned to examine your thoughts, words, and actions in the light of God’s law, and you have experienced the comfort of forgiveness in the Savior’s gospel. With this preparation you are eager to receive the Savior’s body and blood in the sacrament.
 
As we worship with you on this day, we are filled with joy as we see how the Lord has grown your faith and love. We are bringing our prayers to the Savior’s throne of grace and imploring him to keep you faithful to him and his Word until you join us and all believers in the glories of heaven.
I now ask each of you:
 
Are you ready and willing to confess your faith before the triune God and those who are worshiping with you today?
I am.
 
Do you believe in God the Father?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth.
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary,
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, died, and was buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy Christian Church,
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen.
 
Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?
I do reject him.
 
Do you believe that all the books of the Bible are the inspired and inerrant Word of God?
I do.
Do you believe that the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to know them from Luther’s Small Catechism, are faithful and true to the Word of God?
I do.
 
Is it your sincere prayer and desire to remain faithful to your Lord Jesus and his Word all the days of your life?
Yes, and I ask God to help me.
 
Is it your sincere prayer and desire to live a life that pleases God, to value his Word and sacraments, and to witness to your Savior wherever you go?
Yes, and I ask God to help me.

The pastor speaks to the congregation:

Friends in Christ, the Word of God urges us to pray for one another and especially for the youth of the church. On this special day, it is fitting that we bring our prayers before God, firmly believing that he alone is able to strengthen us by the power of the Holy Spirit and keep us faithful to the Savior until we die. Let us pray.
 
Gracious Father, in Holy Baptism you created faith in the hearts of these young people and gave them a new birth as members of your family. Help them remember their baptisms every day and find comfort in your promise that you will never leave them or forsake them. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 
Give them strength to put down and drown the sinful nature that lives within them so that each day their faith may triumph in their living and loving and in their words and actions. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 
Lead them to see and believe that in the word of the gospel they find forgiveness for their sins and relief for their guilt. Use the remembrance of your commandments to drive them to the comfort of the gospel and then to guide them as they live for you and others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protect them from Satan when he tempts them to be careless with your Word and sacrament, to make plans for this life and not for the life to come, or to find popular theories more appealing than your truth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer. 

Empower them by the gospel of your Son to live in their world with kindness, humility, and patience that others may see their good works and glorify their Father in heaven. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 
Help us provide fitting examples of faithfulness to your Word and sacraments. Lead us to encourage and admonish them in wisdom and love even after they have left our homes and made new homes for themselves. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 
When the end comes and we all stand before the judgment seat of Christ, have compassion on us despite our sins and accept us as eternal dwellers in your royal rooms, through the merits of Jesus our Savior, who became sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

I now invite each of you to receive a blessing from the Lord and a word of encouragement from the Scriptures.

Confirmation Passages and Blessings
 
Lily-Beth Church			Ephesians 2: 8,9: “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”  

Olivia Johnson			John 14:6: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

Benjamin Schultz 		Romans 1: 16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes.”
 
Aaron Taylor  				2 Peter 3:18: “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

Andrew Taylor  			Joshua 1:9: “Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you his Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge, of grace and prayer, of power and strength, of sanctification and the fear of God.

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.
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The Sacrament
Preface	
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy	CW 167
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Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God	CW 169
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Distribution (When we come to the Lord’s Supper, we receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the personal assurance of forgiveness. But the Lord’s Supper is also a confessional act, by which we confess a oneness of faith. We therefore ask only those who are confirmed members of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church or of sister Wisconsin Synod Lutheran churches to approach the altar. If anyone has a question about our communion practice or would like to become a communicant member of Beautiful Savior, please speak with the pastor after the service.)
557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice	CW 557
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5	He spoke to his belovèd Son:
    “It’s time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of my crown,
    and bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free;
slay bitter death for them that they
    may live with you forever.”

6	The Son obeyed his Father’s will,
    was born of virgin mother,
and, God’s good pleasure to fulfill,
    he came to be my brother.
No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore;
a servant’s form like mine he bore
    to lead the devil captive.

7	To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me,
    I am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I myself will be;
    for you I strive and wrestle.
For I am yours, your friend divine,
and evermore you shall be mine;
    the foe shall not divide us.

8	“The foe will shed my precious blood,
    me of my life bereaving;
all this I suffer for your good;
    be steadfast and believing.
Life will from death the vict’ry win;
my innocence shall bear your sin,
    and you are blest forever.

Text: tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483–1546
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524
Text and tune: Public domain
Communion Blessing
The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. Go T in peace.
Amen.
Closing Prayer
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: Resurrection Reality: We Will Overcome This Broken World. Our readings will be: Ezekiel 37: 1-14, Acts 2: 1-21, and John 15: 26, 27; 16: 4b-11. We will sing the following hymns: 717 What Is the World to Me, 446 Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense, 892 By All Your Saints Still Striving, and 839 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me.


THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship
12pm BIC
Confirmation Sunday
† Wednesday 		6pm Bible Study
† Sunday 		9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
Mother’s Day


Congratulations Confirmands
Congratulations to our Confirmands—Lily-Beth Church, Olivia Johnson, Benjamin Schultz, Aaron Taylor, and Andrew Taylor.  God’s blessings to each one of them as they continue to grow in their Savior’s love and serve Him with their lives.  Please join us for cake and refreshments in the fellowship hall after the service this morning.

Confirmation Cake
Thank you to the “Lunch Bunch” for providing the cake following the service today. The cake is given in honor of our newest confirmands. 

Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch will take place this Wednesday, May 15th, at 11:30am.  Lunch will be served here at church for our older and/or retired members and friends. If you would like to attend please sign up so the hosts can get an accurate headcount for the meal preparations.  A free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of the meal. After the meal there will be a short devotion. This will be a great opportunity for fellowship and a chance to get to know other people. 

Teaching Positions Available
The preschool will have an opening for the Lead Teacher position in the 3-4 year old classroom and the Assistant Teacher position in the 3-4 year old classroom. Please call the office at 931-905-1400 or speak with Miss Noon for more information. 

Preschool Project
BSLP is looking for some large wooden units to be built for our outdoor classroom and playground. If you are interested, please call the office or speak with Miss Noon. 

Bible Study on the Move
Our mid-week Bible Study has moved back to Wednesday evenings!  Currently we are studying the book of Acts and the beginnings of the Christian Church.  Bible Study time is 6 pm.  All are welcome!  


Lawn Maintenance
We are looking for volunteers to cut the grass throughout the summer. We have a zero-turn lawn mower, trimmer, and leaf blower. We even provide the gas! What we need are people willing to spend some time on a Friday or Saturday getting the property ready for church on Sunday. If you would like to help, please see the sign-up sheet in the entry-way. If you have questions, talk to Pastor. 





Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com

Digging Deeper = Bible Information Class
If you would like to learn more about God’s Word and his love for us in Jesus, consider joining our next Bible Information Class. In this class, we cover the main themes and teachings of the Bible, apply it to our lives, and answer questions. Grow deeper and more certain in God’s love! Our next class begins Sunday, May 19, following the morning service. Childcare will be provided if needed. The BIC class also serves as our pre-membership class.

Summer Camps
Summer Camp themes and dates have been decided. Camps are open to all children ages 3 years old through 3rd grade. Registration is now open. Dates and themes are as follows: June 24-June 28 God’s Nature Kids, and July 8-July 12 The Wonderful World of Music. If you have any questions or would like more information, please call the office at 931-905-1400.


What’s next on Sundays?
Easter is not just a holiday. Easter is history. Jesus’ resurrection is the moment that defines reality for us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. If Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality is Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection does not just change our future, but the way we look at life now. 

Sunday, May 12-		We Will Overcome This Broken World
Sunday, May 19-		Christ Has Not Left Us Alone



Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Roger Fox, son of Hilde Fox (cancer); Atenea, friend of Danika Osburn (broken arm); Cynthia Thorington, sister of Brenda Henschen (long-term Covid symptoms); Linda Kiecker, daughter of Selma Noon (pancreatic cancer); Theresa Robinson (recovery from eye surgery); Stacia Gupton, friend of Caryn Mclain, (serious illness); Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.










Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Mike Rathge, Trey Church
Greeters: Jeff & Eileen Cleveland
Kitchen: Gael I, Loretta W, Mary D
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (A-G)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: David Johnson, Ernie Rautter
Greeters: Doris Harvey, Ray Mefford
Kitchen: Ingeborg, Hannah, Mary
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (H-M)
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Our Mission
By grace, the mission of
Beautiful Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church is
to proclaim the Word of God so that we may praise his name,
grow together in the knowledge of our Savior,
and share with others his message of forgiveness and eternal life.
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The Fa - ther turns his face a - way as wounds which mar the
un - til it was ac - com - plished; his dy - ing breath has
[ can-not give an an - swer. But this I know with
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bless-ed is he,

bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
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O  Christ, Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world;
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O  Christ, Lamb of God, vyou take a-way the sin of the world;
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Dear Chris-tians, one and all, re - joice, with ex - ul - ta - tion
Fast bound in Sa - tan’s chains I lay; death brood-ed dark - ly
My own good works a - vailed me naught, no mer - it they at -
But God be - held my wretch-ed state be - fore the world’s foun-
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