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May 12, 2024 – Seventh Sunday of Easter

SERVICE THEME: WE WILL OVERCOME THIS BROKEN WORLD
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: We are excited to offer a nursery for your use. It is to the left as you exit the sanctuary. If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” 

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 
Prayer for Worship
Lord Jesus, fill me with joy at the thought of your Ascension into Heaven. Even  though you have returned to Heaven, you now rule all things for the good of your church. And as you sit at the right hand of the Father, you intervene for me and all believers. You turn my sin-stained prayers into praise and words of beauty for our Father’s ear. Lord Jesus, thank you for my salvation. Amen. 
Amen. 
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Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Georg M. Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732, abr.
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701
Text and tune: Public domain



Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession	
O Lord God, our gracious Creator and Protector, we come to you to confess our unworthiness to receive even the least of your blessings. We have often shown our unworthiness with lips that forget to praise you, with hands that are slow to serve you, and with hearts that are often cold and selfish. But you are our Savior, our gracious and forgiving God, whose mercies are new every morning. To you we come and humbly and sincerely ask your forgiveness, for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Have mercy on us O Lord, and forgive us!

Because of God’s great mercy and grace, and through the suffering and death of his Son, Jesus Christ, God has heard our prayer, and he has freely and completely forgiven all our sins. He has washed us and made us clean. He is our Father and we are his children. 
Amen.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading	1 John 5:1–6
	1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
	6This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
124A Our Help Is in the Name of the LORD	Psalm 124A
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If the Lord had not been / on our side
    when people at- / tacked us,
        they would have swallowed / us alive
            when their anger flared a- / gainst us;
 
the flood would have en- / gulfed us,
    the torrent would have swept / over us,
        the raging / waters
            would have swept / us away.   Refrain
 
Praise be / to the Lord,
    who has not let us be torn / by their teeth.
        We have escaped like a bird from the / fowler’s snare;
            the snare has been broken, and we / have escaped.
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
        as it was in the be- / ginning,
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Ronald Shilling
Setting: Ronald Shilling
Music: © 2005 Ronald Shilling, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Gospel	John 17:11b–19
	Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.
	13“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.


Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.
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Text: Otto von Schwerin, 1616–1679; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 4): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941,; (st. 5): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, alt.
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon	Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60
	1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”
	5This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.
	7So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.
	8Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people. 9Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen.
	2To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me!
	51“You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him— 53you who have received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.”
	54When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
	57At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
	59While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

“Stand for the truth!”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering  
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Prayer of the Church
Almighty and merciful God, during the season of Easter we continue to rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Increase our faith that the message of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us glad each day.
When we are weak, be our strength; when we are sad, be our song; and when we sin, be our salvation.
 
Remove the hurt of death from all who mourn. In moments of grief call believers through the voice of our Good Shepherd and embolden us to follow his promises. In their hopelessness of despair turn the faithless to trust in the only Way, Truth, and Life.
Wipe away tears born of death and give new birth to a living hope in the hearts of the lost and troubled. Use our witness as compassion and comfort for others in need of mercy.
 
King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, and power that stands against you, whether seen or unseen. Whatever evil exerts itself against your saving will--false teaching or lukewarm faith, Satan’s lies or worldly pleasures, empty worship or futile religion—rule it for the sake of the gospel’s free course.
Triumph over our enemies and empower the Church to fight the good fight to the end. Never leave us or forsake us.
 
Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn from the dead. As your angel sent women with news of the risen Christ, call women in our church to announce, “He is risen!” As you sent your disciples with the breath of the Spirit, call those in our church full of the Spirit and wisdom to administer the keys of the kingdom.
Wherever we live and whatever we do, help us to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have in Christ. 
 
Heavenly Father keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put to death the fleshly urges of those caught in addictions, clothe in your righteousness anyone ashamed of good intentions which have fallen short, and assure those searching for purpose that their eternal identity as your dear children is sealed.
Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty of its promises through the resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for life and godliness.
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the Beginning and the End, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.
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Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823–1913, alt.
Tune: Finnish
Text and tune: Public domain
Closing Prayer
Merciful God, we thank you for once again having spoken to us through your Word.  Let your Word be a light to our path, so that neither the attractions nor the worries of this life may be able to turn our thoughts from the life to come.  As we now prepare to leave this house of God, let the Holy Spirit accompany us, so that 	we may be responsive to your voice speaking to our hearts.  Give us forgiveness for yesterday, faith for today, and strength for tomorrow.  We ask this of you in the name of Jesus, the name above every name.     
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
839 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me	CW 839
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Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–1778, alt.
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: Resurrection Reality: Christ Nas Not Left Us Alone. Our readings will be: Ezekiel 37: 1-14, Acts 2: 1-21, John 15: 26, 27; 16: 4b-11. We will sing the following hymns: 590 O Holy Spirit, Enter In, 479 God’s Holy Spirit Came, 592 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling, 593 Holy Spirit, Light Divine. 


THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship
12pm BIC 
Mother’s Day
† Monday		5:30pm Steering Committee Meeting
† Wednesday 		11:30am Lunch Bunch
No Bible Study
† Thursday		6:30pm Preschool Entertainment Night
† Friday		9:30am Preschool Family Brunch
† Sunday 		9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
12pm BIC

Bible Information Class
Would you like to learn more about the Bible?  Are you thinking of becoming a member at Beautiful Savior?  Our next Bible Information Class (BIC) will begin on Sunday, May 19, at 12 pm, following our worship time.  In BIC, we explore Bible concepts, dig into Bible truths, and apply the Word of God to our lives.  The class also serves as our pre-membership class.  The class is 13 weeks and lasts for one hour per class.  If you would like to learn more, please speak with pastor!
Teaching Position Available
The preschool will have an opening for the Lead Teacher position in the 3-4 year old classroom. Please call the office at 931-905-1400 or speak with Miss Noon for more information. 

Bible Study on the Move
Our mid-week Bible Study has moved back to Wednesday evenings!  Currently we are studying the book of Acts and the beginnings of the Christian Church.  Bible Study time is 6 pm.  All are welcome!  
Lawn Maintenance
We are looking for volunteers to cut the grass throughout the summer. We have a zero-turn lawn mower, trimmer, and leaf blower. We even provide the gas! What we need are people willing to spend some time on a Friday or Saturday getting the property ready for church on Sunday. If you would like to help, please see the sign-up sheet in the entry-way. If you have questions, talk to Pastor. 

Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com

Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch will take place this Wednesday, May 15, at 11:30am.  Lunch will be served here at church for our older and/or retired members and friends. If you would like to attend please sign up so the hosts can get an accurate headcount for the meal preparations.  A free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of the meal. After the meal there will be a short devotion. This will be a great opportunity for fellowship and a chance to get to know other people. 

Summer Camps
Summer Camp themes and dates have been decided. Camps are open to all children ages 3 years old through 3rd grade. Registration is now open. Dates and themes are as follows: June 24-June 28 God’s Nature Kids, and July 8-July 12 The Wonderful World of Music. If you have any questions or would like more information, please call the office at 931-905-1400.










25th Anniversary Special Offering
We will be giving thanks to God for the blessings that we have received through the 25 years of our ministry next summer, June 8, 2025.  As we prepare for that day of celebration, we are working on several special projects to improve or update our facilities and property.  Among those projects are: 

· A new sign for the entryway of our church
· New carpet and paint for the sanctuary
· A/V Updates
· A nursery room
· New paraments
· Meal Catering

Our total goal that we are planning to raise is $50,000.  You can see the full list of items and the donations raised so far on the display in the entryway.
If you would like to give a special gift for the 2025 projects, please make sure that you designate the donation for the “25th Anniversary fund” on your envelope or your on-line donation.
We humbly ask that any donations for the 25th Anniversary be “above and beyond” your regular and gracious support of our ministry. 
If you have any questions about the projects or how to give a gift, please speak with Art Ebbinger.













Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Roger Fox, son of Hilde Fox (cancer); Atenea, friend of Danika Osburn (broken arm); Cynthia Thorington, sister of Brenda Henschen (long-term Covid symptoms); Linda Kiecker, daughter of Selma Noon (pancreatic cancer); Theresa Robinson (recovery from eye surgery); Stacia Gupton, friend of Caryn Mclain, (serious illness); Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.




Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: David Johnson, Ernie Rautter
Greeters: Doris Harvey, Ray Mefford
Kitchen: Ingeborg, Hannah, Mary
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (H-M)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Daniel Lane, Josh Geer
Greeters: Art & Sandy Ebbinger
Kitchen: Charmaine Smith, Mary Daniel
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (N-S)
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Our Mission
By grace, the mission of
Beautiful Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church is
to proclaim the Word of God so that we may praise his name,
grow together in the knowledge of our Savior,
and share with others his message of forgiveness and eternal life.
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