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April 7, 2024 – Second Sunday of Easter

SERVICE THEME: THE LIVING LORD GIVES PROOF AND PEACE
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: We are excited to offer a nursery for your use. It is to the left as you exit the sanctuary. If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” 

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 
Prayer for Worship
Almighty God, you have given us your only Son so that he may be for us both a sacrifice for sin and an example of living in faith. Give me grace and strength to follow Jesus wherever it may lead. Help me to strive every day in my life to walk in his footsteps. I ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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450 The Day of Resurrection	CW 450 sts. 1–2
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Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879
Text and tune: Public domain

Please Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession	
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
450 The Day of Resurrection	CW 450 st. 3
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Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879
Text and tune: Public domain

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading	Acts 18:1–11
	1After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.
	5When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”
	7Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. 8Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.
	9One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 11So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.
16B This Is the Day	Psalm 16B
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Lord, you alone are my portion / and my cup;
    you make my / lot secure.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant / places;
    surely I have a delightful in- / heritance.
I keep my eyes always / on the Lord.
    With him at my right hand, I will not be / shaken.   Refrain
 
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue re- / joices;
    my body also will / rest secure,
because you will not abandon me to the realm / of the dead,
    nor will you let your Holy One / see decay.
You make known to me the / path of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence, 
    with eternal pleasures at / your right hand.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Dale A. Witte
Setting: Dale A. Witte
Music: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Gospel	John 20:19–31
	19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
	21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
	24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
	But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
	26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
	28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
	29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
	30Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.
445 He’s Risen, He’s Risen	CW 445
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Text: tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867–1941, alt.; C. F. W. Walther, 1811–1887, abr.
Tune: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–1887
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain
Sermon	1 John 5:1–6
	1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
	6This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
“Every day Easter”
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son 
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Sacrament
Preface	
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:



Holy, Holy, Holy	CW 167
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Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God	CW 169
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Distribution (When we come to the Lord’s Supper, we receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the personal assurance of forgiveness. But the Lord’s Supper is also a confessional act, by which we confess a oneness of faith. We therefore ask only those who are confirmed members of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church or of sister Wisconsin Synod Lutheran churches to approach the altar. If anyone has a question about our communion practice or would like to become a communicant member of Beautiful Savior, please speak with the pastor after the service.)

456 O Sons and Daughters of the King	CW 456
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5	When Thomas afterwards had heard
that Jesus had fulfilled his word,
he doubted that it was the Lord.
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6	“Thomas, behold my side,” said he,
“my hands, my feet, my body see;
and doubt not, but believe in me.”
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7	No longer Thomas then denied;
he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God,” he cried.
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

8	Blessèd are they that have not seen
and yet whose faith has constant been;
in life eternal they shall reign.
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9	On this most holy day of days
to God your hearts and voices raise
in laud and jubilee and praise.
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, abr.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615;
Text and tune: Public domain
Communion Blessing
The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. Go T in peace.
Amen.
Closing Prayer
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.


Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
830 We Walk by Faith	CW 830
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810–1871, alt.
Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: Resurrection Reality: We Have a Meaningful Message to Share. Our readings will be: Acts 3: 11-20, 1 John 1: 5-2:2, and Luke 24: 36-49. We will sing the following hymns: 511 Crown Him with Many Crowns, 447 Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed, 713 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, and 450 The Day of Resurrection. 


THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship
12pm BIC & Confirmation Class
[bookmark: _Hlk161829574]† Monday		5:30pm Steering Committee Meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk163044800]† Tuesday		5pm Nurture & Outreach 
6pm Bible Study
† Friday		6pm Church Bonfire
† Sunday	 	9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
12pm BIC & Confirmation Class.  


Teaching Position Available
The preschool will have an opening for the Lead Teacher position in the 3-4 year old classroom. Please call the office or speak with Miss Noon for more information. 

Preschool Project
BSLP is looking for some large wooden units to be built for our outdoor classroom and playground. If you are interested, please call the office or speak with Miss Noon. 

Friday Night Bonfire
On Friday, April 12, we will be having a bonfire night. Bring a chair, any games you would like for the kids, and enjoy some time to fellowship and relax. Hot dogs and s’mores will be provided. The event will start at 6pm. 

Thank You
We are grateful to all who helped with our Easter celebration—our choir, our teens serving breakfast and helping with the Easter Egg Hunt, those serving in the kitchen, and to our musicians and our Steering Committee for cooking our Easter breakfast. We appreciate you! 

Camp South
Attention all Youth entering grades 4-9! Get ready for the most fun you'll have this summer at Camp South! With incredible activities like tough mudder, zip line, inflatables, and massive group competitions, you're sure to have a blast! The camp also features next-level worship and the opportunity to make more new friends than you can count. The camp is located just outside of Atlanta at 720 FFA FHA Camp Rd. Covington, GA 30014 and will be held from July 22-26, 2024. The estimated cost of the camp is $350 per attendee and payment and travel will be coordinated through your local church. Please note that each church must provide one like-gendered chaperone for every 5 like-gendered youth. Registration is now open! https://southatlanticyouth.com/camp-south 

Lawn Maintenance
We are looking for volunteers to cut the grass throughout the summer. We have a zero-turn lawn mower, trimmer, and leaf blower. We even provide the gas! What we need are people willing to spend some time on a Friday or Saturday getting the property ready for church on Sunday. If you would like to help, please see the sign-up sheet in the entry-way. If you have questions, talk to Pastor. 

Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com

What’s next on Sundays?
Easter is not just a holiday. Easter is history. Jesus’ resurrection is the moment that defines reality for us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. If Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality is Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection does not just change our future, but the way we look at life now. 

Sunday, April 14-		We Have a Meaningful Message to Share
Sunday, April 21-		The Risen Savior Provides Good Shepherding
Sunday, April 28-		The Living Lord Produces Active Faith
Sunday, May 5-		Jesus’ Business Is Love; Therefore, So Is Our 
Sunday, May 9-		Christ’s Ascension Means He Is Closer Than Ever 
Sunday, May 12-		We Will Overcome This Broken World
Sunday, May 19-		Christ Has Not Left Us Alone


Digging Deeper
If you would like to learn more about God’s Word and his love for us in Jesus, consider joining our next Bible Information Class. In this class, we cover the main themes and teachings of the Bible, apply it to our lives, and answer questions. Grow deeper and more certain in God’s love! Our next class begins in May. The BIC class also serves as our pre-membership class. 












Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Atenea, friend of Danika Osburn (broken arm); Cynthia Thorington, sister of Brenda Henschen (long-term Covid symptoms); Linda Kiecker, daughter of Selma Noon (pancreatic cancer); Theresa Robinson (recovery from eye surgery); Stacia Gupton, friend of Caryn Mclain, (serious illness); Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.









Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Mike Rathge, Trey Church
Greeters: Jeff & Eileen Cleveland
Kitchen: Gael I, Loretta W, Mary D
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (A-G) 
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: David Johnson, Ernie Rautter
Greeters: Doris Harvey, Ray Mefford
Kitchen: Ingeborg H, Hannah L, Mary D
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (H-M)
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