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April 14, 2024 – Third Sunday of Easter

SERVICE THEME: WE HAVE A MEANINGFUL MESSAGE TO SHARE
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: We are excited to offer a nursery for your use. It is to the left as you exit the sanctuary. If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” 

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 
Prayer for Worship
Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for the victory of Easter. You have conquered my sin and given me assurance of you love. Let that Easter victory be mine forever, but also make it mine to share with others. Overcome my fears and give me courage to share my hope of salvation with those who have no hope. 
Amen. 


[bookmark: _Hlk115346222]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com

Kent Holz, Pastor							
Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
beautifulsaviorpreschool@gmail.com                                              
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[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
Text (sts. 1–2): Matthew Bridges, 1800–1894, abr., alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893
Text and tune: Public domain


Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Confession	
We have entered into God’s house and are standing on holy ground.  However, our sins make us unworthy to stand here and they separate us from our God.  So, let us ask God to have mercy on us and to forgive our sins.
Dear Father in heaven, I confess that I have been a sinner from birth and in countless ways I have sinned against you.  By what I have thought, by what I have said, and by what I have done and failed to do, I have angered you and do not deserve to be standing here today.  Instead, I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  But according to your great mercy and love, hear my prayer and forgive me.
 
God has loved you and the whole world.  He does not want anyone to be lost.  So, he sent his Son to save sinners like you and me.  Jesus lived a perfect life for you and he died to fully wash away your sins.  Whoever believes in him has eternal life.  Do you believe this?
Yes, I believe!
 
Sons and daughters of the heavenly Father, be of good cheer.  Your sins are forgiven.  You are justified by the blood of Jesus.  You are at peace with God.  Now let us worship him with joyful and attentive hearts.
Amen.
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511 Crown Him with Many Crowns	CW 511 st. 4
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800–1894, abr., alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
First Reading	1 John 1:5—2:2
	5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
	8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.
	1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
150B Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!	Psalm 150B
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Praise God in his sanctu- / ary;
   praise him in his mighty / heavens.
Praise him for his acts of / power;
   praise him for his surpassing / greatness.    Refrain
 
Praise him with the sounding of the / trumpet,
   praise him with the / harp and lyre,
praise him with timbrel and / dancing,
   praise him with the / strings and pipe,
praise him with the clash of / cymbals,
   praise him with resounding / cymbals.    Refrain
 
Let everything that has breath / praise the Lord. 
   Praise / the Lord.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever.  / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Walter L. Pelz
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer
Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Gospel	Luke 24:36–49
	36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
	37They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
	40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence.
	44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
	45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 	
 
Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.
447 Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed	CW 447 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5
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4	Once bound by fear, now bold in faith,
they preached the truth and pow’r of grace
and pouring out their lives they gained
    life, life everlasting.  (Refrain)

5	The pow’r that raised him from the grave
now works in us to pow’rf’lly save.
He frees our hearts to live his grace;
    go, tell of his goodness. (Refrain)
Text: Ed Cash, b. 1971; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Tune: Ed Cash, b. 1971; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music and Alletrop Music, admin. MusicServices.org and Capitol CMG Publishing. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Sermon	Acts 3: 11-20
11While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.
	17“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus.
“Hang on to Jesus’ love!”


Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Description automatically generated]Offering  “We love because he first loved us.” 1Jn 4:19  God’s love in sending Jesus to live, to suffer, and to die for each of us motivates the members of Beautiful Savior to show their love and thanks by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained.
If you would like to give securely online, scan this code or follow this link: bslclarksville.com 
Prayer of the Church
Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this Easter season, for you have risen and conquered the grave. Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our minds. Through the good news of your resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. You have put our sin to death and have given us a new life. Enable us each day to think of ourselves as dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness of life in all we do. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who grieve the loss of a Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain by reminding them that their loved ones will one day rise again. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of resurrection reach them and awaken faith in their hearts. Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their souls and the message of hope to their hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or mind.  Remind them that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your promise to raise them and give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your Word and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with you in eternal glory. 
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.








713 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light	CW 713
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Tune: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Closing Prayer
Merciful God, we thank you for once again having spoken to us through your Word. Let Your Word be a light to our path, so that neither the attractions nor  As we now prepare to leave this house of God, let the Holy Spirit accompany us, so that we may be responsive to your voice speaking to our hearts. Give us forgiveness for yesterday, faith for today, and strength for tomorrow. We ask this of you in the name of Jesus, the name above every name.  
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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450 The Day of Resurrection	CW 450
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Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879
Text and tune: Public domain
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Setting One from Christian Worship
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.

Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: Resurrection Reality: We Have a Meaningful Message to Share. Our readings will be: Acts 20: 28-32, 1 John 4: 1-6, and John 10: 11-18. We will sing the following hymns: 471 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds, 552 The King of Love My Shepherd Is, 551 Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep, and 804 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb. 
THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship
12pm BIC & Confirmation Class
[bookmark: _Hlk161829574][bookmark: _Hlk163044800]† Tuesday		9am Mornings with Mommy 
† Wednesday 		11:30am Lunch Bunch
			6pm Bible Study
† Sunday 		9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
12pm BIC & Confirmation Class


Teaching Position Available
The preschool will have an opening for the Lead Teacher position in the 3-4 year old classroom. Please call the office at 931-905-1400 or speak with Miss Noon for more information. 

Preschool Project
BSLP is looking for some large wooden units to be built for our outdoor classroom and playground. If you are interested, please call the office or speak with Miss Noon. 

Lawn Maintenance
We are looking for volunteers to cut the grass throughout the summer. We have a zero-turn lawn mower, trimmer, and leaf blower. We even provide the gas! What we need are people willing to spend some time on a Friday or Saturday getting the property ready for church on Sunday. If you would like to help, please see the sign-up sheet in the entry-way. If you have questions, talk to Pastor. 

Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com


Bible Study on the Move
Our mid-week Bible Study has moved back to Wednesday evenings!  Currently we are studying the book of Acts and the beginnings of the Christian Church.  Bible Study time is 6 pm.  All are welcome!  

Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch will take place this Wednesday, April 17, at 11:30am.  Lunch will be served here at church for our older and/or retired members and friends. If you would like to attend please sign up so the hosts can get an accurate headcount for the meal preparations.  A free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of the meal. After the meal there will be a short devotion. This will be a great opportunity for fellowship and a chance to get to know other people. 

What’s next on Sundays?
Easter is not just a holiday. Easter is history. Jesus’ resurrection is the moment that defines reality for us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. If Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality is Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection does not just change our future, but the way we look at life now. 

Sunday, April 14-		We Have a Meaningful Message to Share
Sunday, April 21-		The Risen Savior Provides Good Shepherding
Sunday, April 28-		The Living Lord Produces Active Faith
Sunday, May 5-		Jesus’ Business Is Love; Therefore, So Is Our 
Sunday, May 9-		Christ’s Ascension Means He Is Closer Than Ever 
Sunday, May 12-		We Will Overcome This Broken World
Sunday, May 19-		Christ Has Not Left Us Alone

Digging Deeper
If you would like to learn more about God’s Word and his love for us in Jesus, consider joining our next Bible Information Class. In this class, we cover the main themes and teachings of the Bible, apply it to our lives, and answer questions. Grow deeper and more certain in God’s love! Our next class begins in May. The BIC class also serves as our pre-membership class. 
Outdoor Club
Who:  Outdoor Club is a new group at Beautiful Savior to organize and host monthly outdoor activities. The goal of the club is to provide members with opportunities to fellowship outdoors. Various opportunities for hiking, camping, fishing, park events and much more will be scheduled for all members to sign-up and participate in the fun. If you want to know more about how to be involved with organizing/hosting or want to participate in the scheduled outing, please contact Hannah Lacey 775-515-2639.
What: Survival Skills for families (family not required individual sign-up is welcome).  This is an event hosted by Montgomery County TN Parks and Recreation. Optional BYO lunch and hike at the park for those who would like to stick around after event is over. Sign-up for event is limited, please try and register as soon as possible. You can register yourself through the Montgomery County TN Parks and Recreation Facebook page, or let Hannah know you are interested in participating.
Event info from the park Facebook page:
This new 90 minute program is designed to empower families with the skills needed to survive wilderness emergency situations. Whether you are going on vacation to the woods, beach or a backyard, the skills will teach you to save yourself and show you how rescue teams operate. This is most beneficial when the whole family can attend. Children under 4 are welcome, however, the content and timeframe may not be sustainable, please use your best judgment. This program will take place inside the Nature Center using simulated situational tools and supplies.
Itinerary:
The psychology of survival 		Shelters
Fire 												Food
Water 											Signaling
First aid, everyone assembles their own emergency kit to take home!
Where:  2308 Rotary Park Drive Clarksville, TN
When:  May 4th 10:30 to 12 *optional lunch at pavilion to follow.
Why:  Fun!





Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Roger Fox, son of Hilde Fox (cancer); and Phyllis Fox, daughter of Hilde Fox (dialysis); Atenea, friend of Danika Osburn (broken arm); Cynthia Thorington, sister of Brenda Henschen (long-term Covid symptoms); Linda Kiecker, daughter of Selma Noon (pancreatic cancer); Theresa Robinson (recovery from eye surgery); Stacia Gupton, friend of Caryn Mclain, (serious illness); Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.









Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: David Johnson, Ernie Rautter
Greeters: Doris Harvey, Ray Mefford
Kitchen: Ingeborg H, Hannah L, Mary D
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (H-M) 
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Art Ebbinger, Ray Mefford
Greeters: Art & Sandy Ebbinger
Kitchen: Charmaine S, Mary D
Piano: Mrs. Schleis
Fellowship: (N-S)
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Our Mission
By grace, the mission of
Beautiful Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church is
to proclaim the Word of God so that we may praise his name,
grow together in the knowledge of our Savior,
and share with others his message of forgiveness and eternal life.
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