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January 7th, 2024 – First Sunday after Epiphany

SERVICE THEME: IT BEGINS WITH BAPTISM


[image: A black crown and cross in a circle

Description automatically generated with low confidence][image: Text

Description automatically generated]








Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

Prayer for Worship
Heavenly Father, at the start of this year, I bring you thanks for the blessing of the past year. You have been with me in good times and in bad, and I thank you for your promises to never leave me or forsake me. In the year to come, draw me closer to you through your Word. I ask for your blessing upon this year, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 




Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com


Kent Holz, Pastor							
Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
379 Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert	CW 379 sts. 1–3
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007
Tune: Amanda Husberg, 1940–2021
Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Please Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession	
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007
Tune: Amanda Husberg, 1940–2021
Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading	Romans 6:1–11
	1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
	5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
	8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
2A You Are My Son	Psalm 2A
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Why do the / nations rage?
   Why do the peoples / plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- / gainst the Lord 
   and against his A- / nointed One.    Refrain
 
He who sits in / heaven laughs; 
   the Lord / scoffs at them.
Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury, / saying,
   “I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.”    Refrain
 
I will declare the / Lord’s decree: 
   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the / Holy Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Text: translation
Tune: Thomas Pavlechko
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (verse text tr.). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Gospel	Mark 1:4–11
4And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
	9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.
377 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord	CW 377
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5	The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
anointed Christ in glorious sight
as God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
to save the world and free us all.

6	Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute!
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.
Text: James P. Tiefel, b. 1949
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, Hamburg, 1690, alt.
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain
Sermon	Isaiah 49:1–6
1Listen to me, you islands;
	hear this, you distant nations:
Before I was born the Lord called me;
	from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
2He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
	in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
	and concealed me in his quiver.
3He said to me, “You are my servant,
	Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”
4But I said, “I have labored in vain;
	I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the Lord’s hand,
	and my reward is with my God.”
5And now the Lord says—
	he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him
	and gather Israel to himself,
for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord
	and my God has been my strength—
6he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
	to restore the tribes of Jacob
	and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
	that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”

“Sing the servant song!”
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son 
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Description automatically generated]Offering  “We love because he first loved us.” 1Jn 4:19  God’s love in sending Jesus to live, to suffer, and to die for each of us motivates the members of Beautiful Savior to show their love and thanks by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained.
If you would like to give securely online, scan this code or follow this link: bslclarksville.com 
Reception of New Members
The Sacrament
Preface	
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
Holy, Holy, Holy	CW 167
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Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God	CW 169
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Distribution (When we come to the Lord’s Supper, we receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the personal assurance of forgiveness. But the Lord’s Supper is also a confessional act, by which we confess a oneness of faith. We therefore ask only those who are confirmed members of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church or of sister Wisconsin Synod Lutheran churches to approach the altar. If anyone has a question about our communion practice or would like to become a communicant member of Beautiful Savior, please speak with the pastor after the service.)

679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It	CW 679
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
Text: tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt.
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain
Communion Blessing
The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. Go T in peace.
Amen.
Closing Prayer
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.






692 All Who Believe and Are Baptized	CW 692
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Text: tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt.; Thomas H. Kingo, 1634–1703
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524
Text and tune: Public domain
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Setting One from Christian Worship
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.

Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: From River to the Mountain—The Kindness in His Calling. Our readings will be: 1 Samuel 3: 1-10, 2 Thessalonians 2: 13-17, and John 1: 43-51. We will sing the following hymns: 633 Speak, O Lord, 375 Arise and Shine in Splendor, 711 Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult, and 716 O Christ Who Called the Twelve. 
THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		9:15 Sunday School 
10:30am Worship
12pm Confirmation Class	
† Tuesday		2:45pm Board of Ed Meeting
† Sunday		9:15 Sunday School 
10:30am Worship
12pm Confirmation Class

New Members
Welcome New Members! Today we welcome our newest members into the Beautiful Savior family!  They are Rhiannon Bohn, Fredrick Branch, Erica Gibson, Ben and Samantha Gipe (Joshua), Carol McKernon, Raymond Mefford, Kimberly and Kaitlyn Ramsey, and Drew and Christina Walker.  Please introduce yourself to them if you have not done so already and God bless our time together as we grow together in and serve our Savior.

Envelopes for Offerings
If you signed up for paper offering envelopes for 2024, you can pick yours up this morning. If you would like to receive a set of envelopes, please speak with Pastor Holz.

Bible Information Class
Would you like to learn more about the Bible?  Are you thinking of becoming a member at Beautiful Savior?  Our next Bible Information Class (BIC) will begin on Sunday, January 21, at 12 pm, following our worship time.  In BIC, we explore Bible concepts, dig into Bible truths, and apply the Word of God to our lives.  The class also serves as our pre-membership class.  The class is 13 weeks and lasts for one hour per class.  If you would like to learn more, please speak with pastor!

Call Declined
Pastor Holz has declined the call to serve at First German Lutheran Church in Manitowoc, WI. Pastor is grateful for your thoughts, advice, and prayers regarding the call to Manitowoc and the one he continues to hold here at Beautiful Savior. 

Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign-up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com



An Offering Update
Starting today, we will begin “passing the plates” for our every Sunday thank offering.  This was our practice until Covid-19 compelled us to make the change to place the offering plates in the back of the church.  What does this mean?  Our offering time will take a little bit longer than it has in the past.  We also realize that many people have switched to giving their offerings online and will not be placing their offerings in the plate.  Questions?  Talk to Mac McCoo or a member of the Steering Committee.  






















Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Makaela Watson, friend of Bob and Judy Mader (chemo/radiation for synovial sarcoma); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Robert Wesley Mader, grandson of Bob and Judy Mader (Cancer and treatment); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Shan Bradford, daughter of Porter Matthew and friend of Margareta Smothers, (injured in car accident); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer); Steven Owens, father of Mark Owens, (cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Ruth Amorth, twin sister of Hilde Fox (seriously ill); Gary Davis, husband of Angela Davis (seizures); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.







Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Mike R, Trey C
Greeters: Jeff & Eileen C
Kitchen: Gael I, Loretta W, Mary D
Piano: Barb N
Fellowship: (A-G)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: David J, Ernie R
Greeters: Doris H, John H
Kitchen: Ingeborg H, Hannah L, Mary D
Piano: Deb W
Fellowship: (H-M)
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Serving all people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ




