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December 31st, 2023 – First Sunday after Christmas

SERVICE THEME: PEACE ON EARTH
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

Prayer for Worship
Heavenly Father, at the end of this new year, and the start of the next, I bring you thanks for the blessing of the past year. You have been with me in good times and in bad, and I thank you for your promises to never leave me or forsake me. In the year to come, draw me closer to you through your Word. I ask for your blessing upon this year, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 




Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com


Kent Holz, Pastor							
Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
356 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen	CW 356 sts. 1, Ref, 2–3
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Text: English, 18th cent.
Tune: English
Text and tune: Public domain



In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


Confession	
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Tune: English
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to think earnestly on the brevity of our lives and the immensity of your goodness. Help us to enter the new year trusting in the name of your Son and walking in the way of his peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

First Reading	1 Kings 8:6–13
	6The priests then brought the ark of the Lord’s covenant to its place in the inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the wings of the cherubim. 7The cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark and overshadowed the ark and its carrying poles. 8These poles were so long that their ends could be seen from the Holy Place in front of the inner sanctuary, but not from outside the Holy Place; and they are still there today. 9There was nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant with the Israelites after they came out of Egypt.
	10When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the Lord. 11And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled his temple.
	12Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said that he would dwell in a dark cloud; 13I have indeed built a magnificent temple for you, a place for you to dwell forever.”
84A How Lovely	Psalm 84A
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How lovely is your / dwelling place,
    Lord Al- / mighty!
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts / of the Lord;
    my heart and my flesh cry out for the / living God.
Blessed are those who dwell / in your house;
    they are ever / praising you.   Refrain
 
Better is one day / in your courts
    than a thousand / elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house / of my God
    than dwell in the tents of the / wicked.
Lord Al- / mighty,
    blessed is the one who / trusts in you.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Thomas Pavlechko
Tune: © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Setting: © 1996 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Second Reading	Colossians 3:12–17
	12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
	15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
 
Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.

365 Lord, You Were Rich beyond All Splendor	CW 365
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Text: Frank Houghton, 1894–1972
Tune: French
Text: © OMF International, admin. Music Services, Inc. Used by permission: License no. 130353436
Tune: Public domain
Gospel	Luke 2:22–40
	22When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”
	25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
	you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30For my eyes have seen your salvation,
	31which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
	and the glory of your people Israel.”
	33The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
	36There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
	39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.
“Christmas is just the beginning”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Description automatically generated]Offering  “We love because he first loved us.” 1Jn 4:19  God’s love in sending Jesus to live, to suffer, and to die for each of us motivates the members of Beautiful Savior to show their love and thanks by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained.
If you would like to give securely online, scan this code or follow this link: bslclarksville.com 
Prayer of the Church
In these last hours of the year we lift up our voices, reflecting on the praises and petitions our Lord Jesus gave us as an outline for praying:
Our Father, who art in heaven.
 
Eternal God, our Creator, in Your mercy You have restored us as Your forgiven children. Trusting in Jesus’ sacrifice and victory in our place, we come before You today.
Hallowed be thy name.
 
We revere Your supreme majesty as Designer of Your universe and Author of time. Help us to know You as Lord of our lives here and in eternity, as You have revealed in Your holy Word.
Thy Kingdom come. 
 
Uphold Your claim on our hearts; reign in our lives, and employ us for sowing the Seed of Your saving Word in more and more hearts in the year ahead. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
 
Overcome the influence of Satan on us in this fallen world, and make us earnest to conform our desires and our actions to Your plan for our future with You. 
Give us this day our daily bread.
 
Sustainer of life, You have provided for our bodily necessities in the year past. Fill us with appreciation and trust. Year by year keep us alert for meeting the needs of others.
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 
Continue to show us Your pardon for Jesus’ sake, and keep us ready to do good even to those who do wrong to us. While there is still time in this passing life, help us point them to Your saving mercy. 
Lead us not into temptation.
 
Defeat the enemy who wants to strangle our faith in disregard for Your Word. Bring to naught the world’s ruinous appeal to our self centered nature, and deliver us from the hold of unrepented sin. 
Deliver us from evil.
 
Be with us through every trouble, so that when we depart this life we will still be trusting and walking with our living Savior.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
We look to You as Lord of time, Governor of Your universe, Head of Your Church, and we join with angels to adore You from Whom all blessings flow. 
 
We are relying on Jesus whose perfect obedience and atoning death have made us acceptable in Your sight. Now then, as Your children we pray with confidence: Amen.
330 Peace Came to Earth	CW 330
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008
Tune: arr. Mark Kellner, 1959–2015, alt.; Richard Jeffrey, b. 1952
Text: © 1984 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: © 2000 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Closing Prayer
God, our heavenly Father, you have fashioned us to praise and to serve you. Help us to live our lives so that in all things we fulfill your plan and purpose for us. We know that it is easy to place our own interests and desires ahead of your will, so keep us focused on doing what is pleasing to you. Reach into our hearts through your Word today, so that from week to week we may more joyfully and more consistently devote our time and energies to those things which will be of value for eternity. Send your Holy Spirit to work on and in our hearts that our joy of salvation might also spill into our daily lives. Hear our prayer through Jesus, who has brought about our eternal salvation. 
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
950 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace	CW 950
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Text (sts. 1–2): James Quinn, SJ, 1919–2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, b. 1948
Tune: American
Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: One License no. A-716626
Tune: Public domain
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: From River to the Mountain—It Begins with Baptism. Our readings will be: Isaiah 49: 1-6, Romans 6: 1-11, and Mark 1: 4-11. We will sing the following hymns: 379 Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert, 377 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord, 679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It, and 692 All Who Believe and Are Baptized. 


THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
[bookmark: _Hlk153444697]† Today		10:30am Worship
† Thursday		Preschool Resumes		
† Sunday		9:30 Sunday School and Bible Study 
10:30am Worship


Envelopes for Offerings
If you signed up for paper offering envelopes for 2024, you can pick yours up this morning. If you would like to receive a set of envelopes, please speak with Pastor Holz.


Bible Information Class
Would you like to learn more about the Bible?  Are you thinking of becoming a member at Beautiful Savior?  Our next Bible Information Class (BIC) will begin on Sunday, January 21, at 12 pm, following our worship time.  In BIC, we explore Bible concepts, dig into Bible truths, and apply the Word of God to our lives.  The class also serves as our pre-membership class.  The class is 13 weeks and lasts for one hour per class.  If you would like to learn more, please speak with pastor!

Call Received
Pastor Holz has received a call to First German Lutheran Church in Manitowoc, WI. The call is to be an associate pastor in charge of in-reach and outreach for the church and their school. Pastor would appreciate any thoughts or advice you have about the call. And he welcomes your prayers for him and his family as he deliberates the ministries both here and in Manitowoc. 

Christmas Decorations
We will be taking down our Christmas decorations after Church this morning. If you would like to help, please stay after the service this morning. 


Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign-up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com


An Offering Update
Starting next Sunday, we will begin “passing the plates” for our every Sunday thank offering.  This was our practice until Covid-19 compelled us to make the change to place the offering plates in the back of the church.  What does this mean?  Our offering time will take a little bit longer than it has in the past.  We also realize that many people have switched to giving their offerings online and will not be placing their offerings in the plate.  Questions?  Talk to Mac McCoo or a member of the Steering Committee.  
Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Nita Harris, friend of David & Allison Johnson (cancer/chemo); Makaela Watson, friend of Bob and Judy Mader (chemo/radiation for synovial sarcoma); Teri Lee Dickinson & Family (bereavement); May Holman, mother of Trey Church (abdominal surgery); Robert Wesley Mader, grandson of Bob and Judy Mader (Cancer and treatment); Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Renate Banks (illness); Shan Bradford, daughter of Porter Matthew and friend of Margareta Smothers, (injured in car accident); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer); Steven Owens, father of Mark Owens, (cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Ruth Amorth, twin sister of Hilde Fox (seriously ill); Gary Davis, husband of Angela Davis (seizures); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.







Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: John H, Art E
Greeters: Art & Sandy E
Kitchen: Hannah L, Mary D
Piano: Deb W
Fellowship: (ALL)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Mike R, Trey C
Greeters: Jeff & Eileen C
Kitchen: Gael I, Loretta W, Mary D
Piano: Barb N
Fellowship: (A-G)
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