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December 25,2023-Christmas Day
 

SERVICE THEME: GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY—GOD BECAME MAN
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

PRAYER FOR WORSHIP
Father, open my heart to hear and believe your word, so that through faith your Son may take his rightful place not just in the manger, but also within my heart. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
 
 


Kent Holz, Pastor							[bookmark: _Hlk115346222]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com

Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
beautifulsaviorpreschool@gmail.com                                              
353 Joy to the World	CW 353 sts. 1–3
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession	
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  
Glory to God in the highest!
 
The angels sang praise to God the night of Jesus’ birth.  But by right, we should have nothing to sing about. We do not deserve God's love. He created humankind in his perfect image to live with him in peace forever. But Adam and Eve sinned against him, and we have sinned against God no less than they.
We confess our sins, O Lord. 
 
O Lord, we have fallen in so many ways.  Our eyes behold your glory, but we confess we have lusted for what you forbid.  Our lips praise you, but we confess we have spoken evil again and again.  Our hearts are to be filled with love for you, but we confess we have often loved others more than you. 
For the sake of Jesus, forgive us for sinning against you, O Lord. 
 
Heavenly Father, remind us that Christ came into the world to free us from 
the guilt of sin. Proclaim to us that his life and death cover our sins. Keep us
from being attracted to sin. Spare us from being enslaved by sin. 
Deliver us from sin's power, O Lord.
 
Glory to God in the highest! In love that astounds us, the eternal God sent his one and only Son to live among us, to obey as we could not, and to suffer what we deserved. In Christ there is indeed peace on earth. In him God extends his good will to all people.  Because of Christ, I say to you what God says: In Christ your sins are forgiven!  
Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading	Galatians 4:4–7
	4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.


332 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice	CW 332 sts. 1–3
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; German, 17th cent
Tune: Ander Theil Des Dreszdenischen GesangBuchs, Dresden, 1632, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Gospel	John 1:1–18
	1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
	6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
	9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
	14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
	15(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ ”) 16Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.
342 O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is	CW 342
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Sermon	Micah 5:2–5a
2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
	though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
	one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
	from ancient times.”
3Therefore Israel will be abandoned
	until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
	to join the Israelites.
4He will stand and shepherd his flock
	in the strength of the Lord,
	in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
	will reach to the ends of the earth.
5And he will be our peace.

“Our surprising Savior!”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
Eternal Father, we give you thanks and praise on this holy day for sending your one and only Son to share our humanity, carry our guilt, and become for us the perfect Lamb who takes away the sin of the world.
Lord, we praise you. 
 
Keep our faith in your Son alive and strong. Nourish us with your Word and sacraments and by your Holy Spirit give us strength to overcome Satan’s power and empty promises. Help us to withstand the temptations the world and our sinful nature put on our path. 
Give us faith and courage.
 
Remember ministers of the gospel throughout the world who on this day are proclaiming that a Savior has been born. We especially commend to your care the missionaries we have called as members of our Synod. Since they cannot enjoy the fellowship of their extended families this Christmas, grant to them the inner joy that comes with service in your kingdom.
Protect all those who proclaim the gospel in our place. 

Fill us with kindness and arouse us to do good to all people, especially those who are less fortunate than we. Bring your healing to those who are sick or diseased in body or mind and comfort those who are mourning the death of someone they love. We especially pray for brothers and sisters who are setting aside their celebration today to care for the sick and stand at the side of the dying.
Sustain those who endure the troubles of life.
 
Be a source of strength to all your people and ﬁll them with your power and peace. If any are among us today who have lost the true meaning of this festival, let them rediscover the joy that comes from Christ alone.
Let your peace reign in the hearts of all.
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 
Silent prayer
 
As you sent your Son to bring peace to all people on earth, so we pray for all people, those known and those unknown to us.
We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.
362 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising	CW 362
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]

5	Oh, the joy beyond expressing
when by faith we grasp this blessing,
when, O Christ, we come addressing
    thanks to you and highest praise!

6	Gracious Child, in mercy hear us,
from your lowly manger cheer us,
gently lead us and be near us
    till we join th’‿angelic choir.

Closing Prayer
Dear Lord, on a wondrous night you sent your son to take on frail human flesh in order that all who believe in Jesus might be saved. You sent angels to herald his birth in Bethlehem and a star to proclaim it to the ends of the earth. Send us now as messengers of your good news and proclaimers of your peace. In Jesus’ name we pray.   Amen.   
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

333 O Little Town of Bethlehem	CW 333 sts. 1–3
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