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June 25th, 2023 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

SERVICE THEME: THE HOLY MINISTRY PREACHES CHRIST DESPITE PERSECUTION
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

Prayer for Worship
Almighty God, you have given us your only Son so that he may be for us both a sacrifice for sin and an example of living in faith. Give me grace and strength to follow Jesus wherever it may lead. Help me to strive every day in my life to walk in his footsteps. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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621 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven	CW 621 sts. 1–3
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Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847
Tune: John Goss, 1800–1880
Text and tune: Public domain


We worship in the name of God the Father, 
Who created and still preserves us. 

We worship in the name of God the Son, 
Who redeemed us from sin, death and hell.  

We worship in the name of God the Holy Spirit, 
Who created faith in our heart and set us apart for a life of love. 

Confession and Absolution
Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.

Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. I am truly sorry for my sins. I repent of them. I beg for your mercy, O Lord.

Silence for Meditation

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.
Cleanse me from my sins. Release me from my guilt. Grant me your Holy Spirit to change my sinful life.

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised us the power to forgive and love each other. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another. 
Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our actions.

In the peace of our forgiveness let us praise the Lord.


621 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven	CW 621 st. 4
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Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847
Tune: John Goss, 1800–1880
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
O God, because your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in your eternal love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading	Jeremiah 20:7–13
7You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived;
	you overpowered me and prevailed.
I am ridiculed all day long;
	everyone mocks me.
8Whenever I speak, I cry out
	proclaiming violence and destruction.
So the word of the Lord has brought me
	insult and reproach all day long.
9But if I say, “I will not mention his word
	or speak anymore in his name,”
his word is in my heart like a fire,
	a fire shut up in my bones.
I am weary of holding it in;
	indeed, I cannot.
10I hear many whispering,
	“Terror on every side!
	Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!”
All my friends
	are waiting for me to slip, saying,
“Perhaps he will be deceived;
	then we will prevail over him
	and take our revenge on him.”
11But the Lord is with me like a mighty warrior;
	so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail.
They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced;
	their dishonor will never be forgotten.
12Lord Almighty, you who examine the righteous
	and probe the heart and mind,
let me see your vengeance on them,
	for to you I have committed my cause.
13Sing to the Lord!
	Give praise to the Lord!
He rescues the life of the needy
	from the hands of the wicked.
 91A The Shadow of the Almighty	Psalm 91A
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Surely he will save you from the / fowler’s snare
    and from the deadly / pestilence.
        He will cover you with his / feathers,
            and under his wings you will find / refuge.
 
You will not fear the ter- / ror of night,
    nor the arrow that / flies by day,
        nor the pestilence that stalks in the / darkness,
            nor the plague that destroys at / midday.   Refrain
 
If you say, “The Lord is my / refuge,”
    and you make the Most High your / dwelling,
        no harm will over- / take you,
            no disaster will come / near your tent.
 
For he will command his angels con- / cerning you
    to guard you in / all your ways;
        they will lift you up / in their hands,
            so that you will not strike your foot a- / gainst a stone.
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
        as it was in the be- / ginning,
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Dale A. Witte
Music: © 2002 Dale A. Witte, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Second Reading	2 Timothy 4:1–8
	1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
	6For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
 
Children's Devotion  Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.

823 Jesus, Priceless Treasure	CW 823 sts. 1–4
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Text: Johann Franck, 1618–1677, abr.; (sts. 1–2, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 3): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Gospel	Matthew 10:5a,21–33
	5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions:
	21“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 22You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
	24“The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!
	26“So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 27What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 30And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
	32“Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 

“Don’t fear proclaiming Jesus!”












Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering “We love because he first loved us.” 1Jn 4:19  God’s love in sending Jesus to live, to suffer, and to die for each of us motivates the members of Beautiful Savior to show their love and thanks by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained.
Offerings are collected in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary.
 If you would like to give securely online, scan this code or follow this link: bslclarksville.com 
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Prayer of the Church
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.
 
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.
 
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith.
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life.
 
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.
 
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous.
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.
 
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness.
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.
 
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.


Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.
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813 He Will Hold Me Fast	CW 813
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Text (sts. 1–2): Matt Merker, b. 1984, alt.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2): Ada Habershon, 1861–1918; (st. 3): Matt Merker, b. 1984
Tune: Matt Merker, b. 1984
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain
Text (sts. Ref, 3) and tune: © 2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt Merker, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Closing Prayer
Almighty, eternal and righteous God, you revealed your divine Word to teach us what we should do and what we should avoid. Strengthen and lead us by your Holy Spirit that we serve you in new obedience here until we come to complete holiness before you in that life to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. 
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

518 Christ Be My Leader	CW 518
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Tune: Irish
Text: © 1964, ren. 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: The Christian Loves God Above All. Our readings will be: Exodus 32: 15-29, 1 Timothy 6: 11-16, Matthew 10: 34-42. We will sing the following hymns: 704 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus, 711 Jesus Calls us O’er the Tumult, 662 Draw Near, and 702 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake. 


THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
† Today		9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
			12 pm Bible Information Class
† Monday-Friday	Summer Camp: Fabulous Fables and Tales
† Wednesday		7pm  Bible Study 
† Sunday		10:30am Worship
			12pm Bible Information Class



Summer Sunday School-No Classes in July
There will not be youth Sunday School the weeks of July in order to give a summer break to our teachers.  Classes will resume once again in August!


No Sunday School Next Week
There will not be children or adult Sunday School next week due to the Independence Day weekend. Our regular worship time will be at 10:30. 


Wednesday Evening Bible Study
This summer we are beginning a Bible Study called “Connecting Sinai To Calvary: A Guide To The Old Testament.” The book helps explain important and sometimes complex Old Testament concepts in simple terms. The author sheds light on the religion, culture, language, geography, and everyday life of the Israelites to help you better appreciate all of Scripture. Ultimately, the book demonstrates how God was intimately involved in the daily lives of his people, how he revealed his plan of salvation to them, and why Jesus is really the central figure of the Old Testament. To take part you will need to buy the book. Sign-up sheet is in the entry way.


Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign-up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com



God’s Show and Tell: A Study on the Sacraments
Today we began a 6 week Sunday morning Bible Study on the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Bible Study begins at 9:30 on Sundays in the fellowship hall. Everything you need is provided. 


Lawn Maintenance
[image: Images Of Cartoon Mowing The Grass - ClipArt Best]We are looking for volunteers to cut the grass throughout the summer. We have a zero-turn lawn mower, trimmer, and leaf blower. We even provide the gas! What we need are people willing to spend some time on a Friday or Saturday getting the property ready for church on Sunday. If you would like to help, please see the sign-up sheet in the entry-way. If you have questions, talk to Pastor.




Parent-Child Relationship Presentation
Rock of Ages Lutheran Church in Madison (Nashville) is offering a presentation called “Loving and Leading: Building a Strong Parent-Child Relationship.” The presentation will be given by Julie Straseske, a counselor  from Christian Family Solutions. It will take place on Thursday, July 27, from 7pm-8pm. The presentation is free and child care will be provided if needed. Questions? Call Jordan Burmeister from Rock of Ages at 602-578-7127.














Summer Camps
Summer Camp begins this week! Camps are open to all children ages 3 years old through 3rd grade. Registration is now open to current preschool and church families. Dates and themes are as follows: June 26-30 Fabulous Fables and Tales, July 10-14 Cooking with Kids, and July 17-21 Water, Water Everywhere. If you have any questions or would like more information, please call the office at 931-905-1400.
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Prayer List

Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Christa Trusty (Health Issues); Curt Holz, brother of Pastor Holz (cancer); Bob Housh (Injured in fall); Family of Marcia Carter, sister of Tim Donner (Marcia called home to heaven); Renate Banks (illness); Shan Bradford, daughter of Porter Matthew and friend of Margareta Smothers, (injured in car accident); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer); Steven Owens, father of Mark Owens, (cancer);  Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Ruth Amorth, twin sister of Hilde Fox (seriously ill); Gary Davis, husband of Angela Davis (seizures); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.









Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: John H, Art E	
Greeters: Loretta W, Ernie R
Kitchen: Margareta S, Hannah L, Mary D
Piano: Deb W
Fellowship: (T-Z)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Mike R, Trey C
Greeters: Jeff & Eileen C
Kitchen: Gael I, Loretta W, Mary D
Piano: Barb N
Fellowship: (A-G) 
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Open to children
3 years to 3rd grade
Half day program $95,
Full day program (grades K-3) $145
Call the office for more info!

931-905-1400

Beautiful Savior

LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

2023 Summer Camps

June 26-30
Fabulous Fables and Tales

July 10-14
Cooking with Kids

July 17-21

Water, Water Everywhere 2526 Whitfield Rd

Clarksville, TN 37040
Phone: 931-905-1400
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving all people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ




