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March 26th, 2023 – Fifth Sunday in Lent

SERVICE THEME: OUR GREATEST NEEDS—LIFE FOR THE DEAD
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

Prayer for Worship
Lord God, in your merciful love you have given me precious promises about my life and my future. Preserve me from the doubts that assail me and increase my faith. When life confuses or disturbs me, teach me to fix my eyes on Jesus and to stand firm in his promise to uphold and deliver me.
Amen. 


[bookmark: _Hlk115346222]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com

Kent Holz, Pastor							
Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
beautifulsaviorpreschool@gmail.com                                              
846 I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name	CW 846 sts. 1–3
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnary, 1913, alt.; Magnus B. Landstad, 1802–1880, abr.
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842
Text and tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession	
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.

Almighty God, merciful Father,
    I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.
        In what I have done and left undone,
            I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.
    I have not loved others as you command.
For this I deserve your punishment now and forever.
    I am sorry for my sins.
    I repent of them.
    I beg for your mercy.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

846 I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name	CW 846 st. 4
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnary, 1913, alt.; Magnus B. Landstad, 1802–1880, abr.
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive the forgiveness of sins, victory over the grave, and finally inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading	2 Kings 4:17–37
	17But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her.
	18The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. 19He said to his father, “My head! My head!”
	His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20After the servant had lifted him up and carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died. 21She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went out.
	22She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the servants and a donkey so I can go to the man of God quickly and return.”
	23“Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.”
	“That’s all right,” she said.
	24She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow down for me unless I tell you.” 25So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel.
	When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! There’s the Shunammite! 26Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your child all right?’ ”
	“Everything is all right,” she said.
	27When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi came over to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone! She is in bitter distress, but the Lord has hidden it from me and has not told me why.”
	28“Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?”
	29Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your hand and run. Don’t greet anyone you meet, and if anyone greets you, do not answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s face.”
	30But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So he got up and followed her.
	31Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was no sound or response. So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy has not awakened.”
	32When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. 33He went in, shut the door on the two of them and prayed to the Lord. 34Then he got on the bed and lay on the boy, mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out on him, the boy’s body grew warm. 35Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the bed and stretched out on him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.
	36Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she came, he said, “Take your son.” 37She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and went out.
 

130A Out of the Depths	Psalm 130A
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Out / of the depths 
    I / cry to you, O Lord; 
        Lord, / hear my voice. 
            Listen closely as I / call on you for help.
 
Lord, if you kept / track of sins, 
    O / Lord, then who could stand?
        But with you there is for- / giveness, 
            in order / that you may be feared.   Refrain
 
I wait for the Lord, my / soul waits,
    and in his / word I put my hope. 
        More than watchers wait for / morning
            my / soul waits for the Lord.
 
Israel, put your hope / in the Lord,
    for with the / Lord is faithful love;
        with him is complete re- / demption.
            He will redeem Israel from the / guilt of all their sins.
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the / Holy Spirit,
        as it was in the be- / ginning,
            is now, and will be for- / ever. Amen.    Refrain
Text: Michael D. Schultz; Lectionary for Mass
Tune: James J. Chepponis
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (Refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (Verse tr.). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: © 1980 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Setting: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Second Reading	Romans 8:11–19
	11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
	12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.
	14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
	18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.
 
Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.
573 Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness	CW 573
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5	When from the dust of death I rise
to claim my mansion in the skies,
this then shall be my only plea:
Jesus has lived and died for me.

6	Jesus, be worshiped endlessly!
Your boundless mercy has for me,
for me and all your hands have made,
an everlasting ransom paid.
Text: tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–1791, alt.; Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700–1760, abr.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893
Text and tune: Public domain

Gospel	John 11:17–27,38–45
	17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
	21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
	23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
	24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
	25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
	27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”
	38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said.
	“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”
	40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”
	41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
	43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
	Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
	45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

“Big promises, big answers!”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Description automatically generated]Offering  “We love because he first loved us.” 1Jn 4:19  God’s love in sending Jesus to live, to suffer, and to die for each of us motivates the members of Beautiful Savior to show their love and thanks by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained.
*If you would like to give your regular offering envelope, you can mail it to the church. If you would like to give securely online, scan this code or follow this link: bslclarksville.com 
Prayer of the Church
Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin and death by his obedient death on the cross.
We confess that without your love we are lost.
 
Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the cost.
 
Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and values as Christians.
By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.
 
Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, and those victimized by war and injustice. Comfort all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.
Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their comfort and hope.
 
Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the dying.
Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good.
 
Hear us as we pray in silence. 
 
Silent Prayer

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.
836 I Walk in Danger All the Way	CW 836 sts. 1–2, 5–6
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Text: tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863–1938, alt.; Hans A. Brorson, 1694–1764
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1708, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen
Text and tune: Public domain

Closing Prayer
Merciful God, we thank you for once again having spoken to us through your Word. Let Your Word be a light to our path, so that neither the attractions nor the worries of this life may be able to turn our thoughts from the life to come. As we now prepare to leave this house of God, let the Holy Spirit accompany us, so that we may be responsive to your voice speaking to our hearts. Give us forgiveness for yesterday, faith for today, and strength for tomorrow. We ask this of you in the name of Jesus, the name above every name.  
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

502 Children of the Heavenly Father	CW 502
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Text: tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958; Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903, abr.
Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, Sweden, 1873
Text: © 1925  Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: “Our Greatest Needs—A Greater Type of King.”  Our readings will be: Matthew 21: 1-11, and Matthew 26: 1-27:66. We will sing the following hymns: 412 All Glory, Laud, and Honor, 411 Ride on Ride on in Majesty, 420 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now, 432 O Dearest Jesus, 408 He Stood Before the Court, and 430 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted. 

THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
† Today		10:30am Worship
12 pm Confirmation Class
† Monday		4pm Board of Ed Meeting
† Tuesday 	 	7 pm Bible Study
† Wednesday 		6pm Soup Supper
			7pm Mid-week Lent Worship
[bookmark: _Hlk126827962]† Sunday		9:30am Sunday School		
			10:30am Worship
12 pm Confirmation Class


Easter postcards
There are Easter invite postcards available today. Start thinking about your FRAN network (Friends, Relatives, Associates, and Neighbors) who you can give an invite card to for Easter. All the information you need is on the card. Grab a few and share them!

Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com

25th Anniversary
In May of 2025, we will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of the founding of Beautiful Savior!  While that seems like a long time off, we are already making plans to celebrate God's grace to us over the years and also will be unveiling a special thankoffering which will raise funds to make improvements and renovations in our sanctuary area.  Watch for more information to come in the following weeks.

The Next Step—Bible Information Class
Would you like the opportunity to grow deeper in what God’s Word has to say? On Sunday, May 15, we will be starting our newest Bible Information Class. It is an overview of God’s Word and also serves as our pre-membership class. It will meet in the sanctuary following the Sunday service. Questions? Please speak with Pastor Holz. 

Preschool Early Registration
Early registration for the 2023-2023 school year is now open to the congregation and current preschool families. The registration fee will be reduced to $75 through March 31st. Registration will open to the community beginning March 1st. Please call the office at 931-905-1400 to set up a time to register.

Camp South
Attention all Youth entering grades 4-9! Get ready for the most fun you'll have this summer at Camp South! With incredible activities like tough mudder, zip line, inflatables, and massive group competitions, you're sure to have a blast! The camp also features next-level worship and the opportunity to make more new friends than you can count. The camp is located just outside of Atlanta at 720 FFA FHA Camp Rd. Covington, GA 30014 and will be held from July 24-28, 2023. The estimated cost of the camp is $315 per attendee and payment and travel will be coordinated through your local church. Please note that each church must provide one like-gendered chaperone for every 5 like-gendered youth. Registration is now open! https://southatlanticyouth.com/camp-south 
Sundays in Lent
Lent is the season of the Church Year where we wrestle with our greatest needs. Lent also demonstrates that in Christ, all our greatest needs are met. Here is what the Spirit makes clear this season. If you lack Christ, you have nothing. If you have Christ, you have everything you truly need! Our worship in Lent will follow this pattern:

Sunday, April 2: A Greater Type of King
Mid-week Lent: His Final Steps
Starting Ash Wednesday, February 22, we will begin a series of six mid-week Lent services that will prepare our hearts for the sacrifice of our Savior on Good Friday and his joyful resurrection on Easter Sunday. Prior to the service, there will be a simple “soup supper” at 6pm. Services will begin at 7pm. If you would like to sponsor one of the Wednesday meals, please sign up on the entry way table. 
March 29: His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration


                                                     Easter egg candy
We are in need of non-chocolate, individually wrapped candies for our  Easter egg hunt here at church on Easter Sunday.  You can drop off the candy at church on Sunday or anytime during the week.


Easter breakfast
There will be an Easter breakfast at 9:15 am on Easter Sunday.  Eggs, sausage and breakfast staples will be provided, but we are in need of fruit, pastries and other breakfast items for Easter breakfast. If you would like to bring something to share, please see the sign-up sheet on the entryway table. 
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Palm Sunday, April 2, 10:30am
We will walk with Jesus into Jerusalem as we remember the steps he took to  win our salvation. We will begin our worship outside the sanctuary in the entryway area. We will each receive a palm branch and march into the sanctuary singing a hymn and laying our palm branch at the foot of the cross and be seated. Then we will hear the details of both Jesus’ love and sacrifice!
 
Maundy Thursday, April 6, 7pm
This is a special communion service that commemorates both the “new command” that Jesus gave to his disciples to “love one another”, and also the gift of his body and blood to us in the Lord’s Supper. This service ends with the Stripping of the Altar. All items are removed from the front of the church to remember how Jesus was abandoned by his disciples.

Good Friday Tenebrae April 7, 7pm
This service is a service of darkness in which we remember the final “seven words” of Jesus on the cross and his final loving actions in winning our salvation. The church is progressively darkened and candles extinguished to recount Jesus’ crucifixion and death. But one light remains to remind us of the new life (Easter) that is to come.

Easter Sunday Worship April 9, 8 & 10:30amWe look into the empty tomb and rejoice that Jesus is risen! 





Prayer List

Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Family of Marcia Carter, sister of Tim Donner (Marcia called home to heaven); Sandy Holz, sister of Gael Irizarry (pneumonia); Renate Banks (illness);Patrick Smalley, brother in law to Jeff Cleveland (in hospice care); Shan Bradford, daughter of Porter Matthew and friend of Margareta Smothers, (injured in car accident); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Mark Lenz, father of Pamela Holz (recovery from tumor surgery); Caleb Westra, friend of the Holz family (Surgeries on his leg and foot after accident); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Autumn Potter & family, friends of Jessica Boulter (death of sister); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer); Steven Owens, father of Mark Owens, (cancer); Kathy Temple (cancer reoccurrence); Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Ruth Amorth, twin sister of Hilde Fox (seriously ill); Gary Davis, husband of Angela Davis (seizures); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.




Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Mac McCoo, Art Ebbinger
Greeters: Loretta Wilder, Ernie Rautter
Kitchen: Margareta S, Hannah L, Mary Daniel
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (T-Z)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Mike R, Trey C
Greeters: Loretta W, Ernie R
Kitchen: Margareta S, Hannah L, Mary D
Piano: Deb W
Fellowship: (A-G)
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may seize me un - a - wares if e’er I fail to
I know not where to (flee, when storms of woe my
my path I safe - ly tread. No e - vil leads my

To heav’n I now press on. For all the world 1
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watch and pray; I walk in dan - ger all the way.
soul dis - may; I pass through ftri - als all the way.
soul a - stray; I walk with Je - sus all the way.

would not stay; my walk is heavn-ward all the way.
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2 God his own doth tend and nour - ish; in his
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the
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Though he giv - eth or he tak - eth, God his
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in his bos - om gath - er; nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - ly courts they flour - ish. From all e - vil things he
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chil - dren ne’er

for - sak - eth;
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heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; in his might - vy arms he  bears them.
show - eth, and their sor - rows all he know - eth.

sole - ly to pre-serve them  pure and ho - ly.
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