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March 19th, 2023 – Fourth Sunday in Lent

SERVICE THEME: OUR GREATEST NEEDS—SIGHT FOR THE BLIND
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

Prayer for Worship
Lord Jesus, bless me with a heart that hungers for your kingdom and your righteousness.  Grant me a faith that longs both for your salvation and for a life of obedience.  Let my soul hunger and thirst only for you, and fill me with the satisfying food of your Word.   
Amen. 
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Opening Hymn
576 Amazing Grace	CW 576 sts. 1–3
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Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman
Text and tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution 
O Lord God, our gracious Creator and Protector, we come to you to confess our unworthiness to receive even the least of your blessings. We have often shown our unworthiness with lips that forget to praise you, with hands that are slow to serve you, and with hearts that are often cold and selfish. But you are our Savior, our gracious and forgiving God, whose mercies are new every morning. To you we come and humbly and sincerely ask your forgiveness, for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Have mercy on us, O Lord, and forgive us!
Because of God’s great mercy and grace, and through the suffering and death of his Son, Jesus Christ, God has heard our prayer, and he has freely and completely forgiven all our sins. He has washed us and made us clean. He is our Father and we are his children.  
Amen.
 
576 Amazing Grace	CW 576 st. 4
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Text: A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind and showed yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and lead us to love you sincerely; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading	Isaiah 42:14–21
14“For a long time I have kept silent,
	I have been quiet and held myself back.
But now, like a woman in childbirth,
	I cry out, I gasp and pant.
15I will lay waste the mountains and hills
	and dry up all their vegetation;
I will turn rivers into islands
	and dry up the pools.
16I will lead the blind by ways they have not known,
	along unfamiliar paths I will guide them;
I will turn the darkness into light before them
	and make the rough places smooth.
These are the things I will do;
	I will not forsake them.
17But those who trust in idols,
	who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’
	will be turned back in utter shame.
18“Hear, you deaf;
	look, you blind, and see!
19Who is blind but my servant,
	and deaf like the messenger I send?
Who is blind like the one in covenant with me,
	blind like the servant of the Lord?
20You have seen many things, but you pay no attention;
	your ears are open, but you do not listen.”
21It pleased the Lord
	for the sake of his righteousness
	to make his law great and glorious.
27C The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation	Psalm 27C
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Hear my voice when I / call, Lord;
   be merciful to me and / answer me.
Do not hide your / face from me,
   do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my / helper.
Do not reject me or for- / sake me,
   God my / Savior.    Refrain
 
Though my father and mother for- / sake me,
   the Lord will re- / ceive me.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
   I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the / living.
Wait / for the Lord;
   be strong and take heart and wait / for the Lord.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: David Haas
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Gospel	John 9:1–7,13–17,34–39
	1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
	3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
	6After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
	13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”
	16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”
	But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.
	17Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”
	The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
	34To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.
	35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
	36“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”
	37Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”
	38Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
	39Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”



Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering

515 Christ Is the World’s Light	CW 515
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000, alt.
Tune: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950
Text: © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130353436
Sermon	Ephesians 5:8–14
	8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10and find out what pleases the Lord. 11Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14This is why it is said:
“Wake up, sleeper,
	rise from the dead,
	and Christ will shine on you.”

“Let the Son shine!”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Description automatically generated]Offering  “We love because he first loved us.” 1Jn 4:19  God’s love in sending Jesus to live, to suffer, and to die for each of us motivates the members of Beautiful Savior to show their love and thanks by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained.
*If you would like to give your regular offering envelope, you can mail it to the church. If you would like to give securely online, scan this code or follow this link: bslclarksville.com 

Prayer of the Church 
Gracious Lord, according to your will and promise, you sent your Son into our world to atone for sin and restore eternal life. You planned his path to the cross, and he followed it perfectly. Your Spirit led him to endure the temptations of Satan, but he triumphed. Your own people rejected his message, but he persevered. He confronted the blindness of unbelief, the confusion of doubt, and the hurt of death but was not deterred as he proclaimed your kingdom to the least, the last, and the lost.
 
Guide us to follow Christ by faith as we walk the road of temptation and trial. Spare us from falling into Satan’s traps.  Teach us to use your Word as a weapon to fight against all devilish lies and deceptions. When we fall, lift us up again with your forgiveness and grace.
 
As we hear and contemplate the record of our Savior’s passion and death, use the sharp message of the law to empty us of pride and self-reliance. Humble us as we view the Savior in his humility, remembering and believing that he endured the cross so we might be freed from its horror. In his suffering show us our healing, in his grief show us our joy, and in his death show us our life.
 
Protect all who are bearing the cross of persecution and disdain. Supply your power to those fighting temptations and addictions. Watch over all who are sick and suffering in body, mind, and heart. We pray especially for children who are abused, forsaken, or ignored. Comfort all your troubled people with the sweet peace that only Jesus can bring. 
 
Hear our prayers, Lord, for the sake of Jesus, whose journey to the cross we remember during the days of Lent. Comfort and strengthen us by his life and death on our behalf, and thrill us as we look forward to celebrating his victory on Easter.  
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.




713 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light	CW 713
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626





Closing Prayer

Merciful God, we thank you for once again having spoken to us through your Word. Let Your Word be a light to our path, so that neither the attractions nor the worries of this life may be able to turn our thoughts from the life to come. As we now prepare to leave this house of God, let the Holy Spirit accompany us, so that we may be responsive to your voice speaking to our hearts. Give us forgiveness for yesterday, faith for today, and strength for tomorrow. We ask this of you in the name of Jesus, the name above every name.  
Amen.
 
 

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.









543 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful	CW 543
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Text: tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–1878, alt.; attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153, abr.
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876
Text and tune: Public domain
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: “Our Greatest Needs—Life for the Dead.”  Our readings will be: 2 Kings 4: 17-37, Romans 8: 11-19, and John 11: 17-27, 38-45. We will sing the following hymns: 846 I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name, 573 Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness, 836 I Walk in Danger All the Way, and 502 Children of the Heavenly Father. 

THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
† Today		10:30am Worship
12 pm Confirmation Class
† Tuesday 		5:30 Nurture and Outreach 
7 pm Bible Study
† Wednesday 		6pm Soup Supper
			7pm Mid-week Lent Worship
† Thursday		4 pm Staff Meeting
† Saturday		9 am Church Work Day
[bookmark: _Hlk126827962]† Sunday		9:30am Sunday School		
			10:30am Worship
12 pm Confirmation Class

Choir Next Sunday
You are invited to share your talents by joining the choir for a brief practice immediately following the worship service next week. We will be learning hymns that will be used in worship on Sunday morning. Practice will begin as soon as the congregation is ushered out of the sanctuary. We look forward to having you sing praise to the Lord with us soon!

Spring Clean-Up Day this Saturday
Come and help keep our property looking beautiful!  We are scheduling a spring clean-up day on Saturday, March 25, starting at 9 AM.  Please bring along your own gloves and tools as we will be removing several dead shrubs, trimming bushes and trees, and weeding, and spreading new mulch on the front and side mulch beds of the buildings.  We need many hands to accomplish the work that we are planning.  

Thank you!
You may have noticed the two new tables in the entryway of the church.  They were donated by proceeds from our Lunch Bunch and we are grateful for their willingness to beautify our entryway.
Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com

25th Anniversary
In May of 2025, we will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of the founding of Beautiful Savior!  While that seems like a long time off, we are already making plans to celebrate God's grace to us over the years and also will be unveiling a special thankoffering which will raise funds to make improvements and renovations in our sanctuary area.  Watch for more information to come in the following weeks.

Tuesday Bible Study
Who is Jesus? In our Tuesday evening Bible Study, we will listen to Jesus tell us who he is by examining his eight “I am” statements in the New Testament. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall starting on Tuesday, February 21st at 7pm and Jesus will tell us who he is—from the “Bread of Life” to the “Vine” and many other beautiful statements of Jesus about himself. 

Preschool Early Registration
Early registration for the 2023-2023 school year is now open to the congregation and current preschool families. The registration fee will be reduced to $75 through March 31st. Registration will open to the community beginning March 1st. Please call the office at 931-905-1400 to set up a time to register.
Camp South
Attention all Youth entering grades 4-9! Get ready for the most fun you'll have this summer at Camp South! With incredible activities like tough mudder, zip line, inflatables, and massive group competitions, you're sure to have a blast! The camp also features next-level worship and the opportunity to make more new friends than you can count. The camp is located just outside of Atlanta at 720 FFA FHA Camp Rd. Covington, GA 30014 and will be held from July 24-28, 2023. The estimated cost of the camp is $315 per attendee and payment and travel will be coordinated through your local church. Please note that each church must provide one like-gendered chaperone for every 5 like-gendered youth. Registration is now open! https://southatlanticyouth.com/camp-south 
Sundays in Lent
Lent is the season of the Church Year where we wrestle with our greatest needs. Lent also demonstrates that in Christ, all our greatest needs are met. Here is what the Spirit makes clear this season. If you lack Christ, you have nothing. If you have Christ, you have everything you truly need! Our worship in Lent will follow this pattern:

Sunday, March 26: Life for the Dead
Sunday, April 2: A Greater Type of King

Mid-week Lent: His Final Steps
Starting Ash Wednesday, February 22, we will begin a series of six mid-week Lent services that will prepare our hearts for the sacrifice of our Savior on Good Friday and his joyful resurrection on Easter Sunday. Prior to the service, there will be a simple “soup supper” at 6pm. Services will begin at 7pm. If you would like to sponsor one of the Wednesday meals, please sign up on the entry way table. 
March 22: His Final Steps Led to a Fig Tree
March 29: His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration


                                                     Easter egg candy
We are in need of non-chocolate, individually wrapped candies for our  Easter egg hunt here at church on Easter Sunday.  You can drop off the candy at church on Sunday or anytime during the week.

Easter breakfast
There will be an Easter breakfast at 9:15 am on Easter Sunday.  Eggs, sausage and breakfast staples will be provided, but we are in need of fruit, pastries and other breakfast items for Easter breakfast. If you would like to bring something to share, please see the sign-up sheet on the entryway table. 
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Palm Sunday, April 2, 10:30am
We will walk with Jesus into Jerusalem as we remember the steps he took to  win our salvation. We will begin our worship outside the sanctuary in the entryway area. We will each receive a palm branch and march into the sanctuary singing a hymn and laying our palm branch at the foot of the cross and be seated. Then we will hear the details of both Jesus’ love and sacrifice!
 
Maundy Thursday, April 6, 7pm
This is a special communion service that commemorates both the “new command” that Jesus gave to his disciples to “love one another”, and also the gift of his body and blood to us in the Lord’s Supper. This service ends with the Stripping of the Altar. All items are removed from the front of the church to remember how Jesus was abandoned by his disciples.

Good Friday Tenebrae April 7, 7pm
This service is a service of darkness in which we remember the final “seven words” of Jesus on the cross and his final loving actions in winning our salvation. The church is progressively darkened and candles extinguished to recount Jesus’ crucifixion and death. But one light remains to remind us of the new life (Easter) that is to come.

Easter Sunday Worship April 9, 8 & 10:30amWe look into the empty tomb and rejoice that Jesus is risen! 






Prayer List

Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Family of Marcia Carter, sister of Tim Donner (Marcia called home to heaven); Sandy Holz, sister of Gael Irizarry (pneumonia); Renate Banks (illness);Patrick Smalley, brother in law to Jeff Cleveland (in hospice care); Shan Bradford, daughter of Porter Matthew and friend of Margareta Smothers, (injured in car accident); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Mark Lenz, father of Pamela Holz (recovery from tumor surgery); Caleb Westra, friend of the Holz family (Surgeries on his leg and foot after accident); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Autumn Potter & family, friends of Jessica Boulter (death of sister); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer); Steven Owens, father of Mark Owens, (cancer); Kathy Temple (cancer reoccurrence); Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Ruth Amorth, twin sister of Hilde Fox (seriously ill); Gary Davis, husband of Angela Davis (seizures); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.
Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Daniel Lane, Josh Geer
Greeters: Art and Sandy Ebbinger
Kitchen: Charmaine Smith, Mary Daniel
Piano:Deb White
Fellowship: (N-S)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Mac McCoo, Art Ebbinger
Greeters: Loretta Wilder, Ernie Rautter
Kitchen: Margareta S, Hannah L, Mary D
Piano Barb Noon
Fellowship: (T-Z)
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Our Mission
By grace, the mission of
Beautiful Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church is
to proclaim the Word of God so that we may praise his name,
grow together in the knowledge of our Savior,
and share with others his message of forgiveness and eternal life.
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Serving all people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ
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