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March 12th, 2023 – Third Sunday in Lent

SERVICE THEME: OUR GREATEST NEEDS—WATER FOR THE THIRSTY 
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

Prayer for Worship
Lord Jesus, bless me with a heart that hungers for your kingdom and your righteousness.  Grant me a faith that longs both for your salvation and for a life of obedience.  Let my soul hunger and thirst only for you, and fill me with the satisfying food of your Word.   
Amen. 
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Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, Lynchburg, 1811, alt.
Tune: Southern Harmony, New Haven, 1835, ed. William Walker
Text and tune: Public domain


In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession	
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Declaration of Grace	
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, Lynchburg, 1811, alt.
Tune: Southern Harmony, New Haven, 1835, ed. William Walker
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading	Romans 5:1–8
	1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
	6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

 
95A The Rock of Our Salvation	Psalm 95A
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Come, let us sing for joy / to the Lord;
    let us shout aloud to the rock of our sal- / vation.
Let us come before him with thanks- / giving
    and extol him with mu- / sic and song.
For the Lord is the / great God,
    the great King a- / bove all gods.
In his hand are the depths / of the earth,
    and the mountain peaks be- / long to him.
The sea is his, for he / made it,
    and his hands formed the / dry land.   Refrain
 
Come, let us bow down in / worship,
    let us kneel before the Lord our / maker;
for he is our God and we are the people of his / pasture,
    the flock under / his care.
Today, if only you would / hear his voice,
    “Do not hard- / en your hearts 
as you did at / Meribah,
    as you did that day at Massah in the / wilderness.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: May Schwarz
Tune: © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Setting: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Gospel	John 4:5–26
	5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.
	7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
	9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
	10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
	11“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”
	13Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
	15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”
	16He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
	17“I have no husband,” she replied.
	Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
	19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
	21“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
	25The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
	26Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”


Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering
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Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt.
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958
Text and tune: Public domain

First Reading	Exodus 17:1–7
	1The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
	Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the Lord to the test?”
	3But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”
	4Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
	5The Lord answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the Lord saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

“Is the Lord among us or not?”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Description automatically generated]Offering  “We love because he first loved us.” 1Jn 4:19  God’s love in sending Jesus to live, to suffer, and to die for each of us motivates the members of Beautiful Savior to show their love and thanks by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained.
*If you would like to give your regular offering envelope, you can mail it to the church. If you would like to give securely online, scan this code or follow this link: bslclarksville.com 

Prayer of the Church 
Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin and death by his obedient death on the cross.
We confess that without your love we are lost.
 
Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the cost.
 
Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and values as Christians.
By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.
 
Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, and those victimized by war and injustice. Comfort all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.
Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their comfort and hope.
 
Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the dying.
Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good.
 
Hear us as we pray in silence. 
 
Silent Prayer

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788
Tune: Simeon B. Marsh, 1798–1875
Text and tune: Public domain


Closing Prayer

Savior of our souls and Lord of our lives, in the past hour we have come to you as your people at worship. We have asked for and received assurance of your love for us and instructions about your plans for us. Now as we prepare to leave this place worship, we come to you as individuals who are about to take our place in the everyday world. We need you to help us face life in our particular calling in life. Strengthen us to do your will. Make us bold opposing evil wherever we meet it, conscious that we are your children, and this world needs to know you. We ask this in your name, Lord Jesus, who we know is able to hear and answer all our prayers.  
Amen.
 

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.








924 Abide, O Dearest Jesus	CW 924
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5	Abide with your protection
    among us, Lord, our strength,
lest world and Satan fell us
    and overcome at length.

6	Abide, O faithful Savior,
    among us with your love;
grant steadfastness and help us
    to reach our home above.
Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615
Text and tune: Public domain
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: “Our Greatest Needs—Sight for the Blind.”  Our readings will be: Isaiah 42: 14-21, Ephesians 5: 8-14, and John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39. We will sing the following hymns: 576 Amazing Grace, 515 Christ Is the World’s Light, 713 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, and 543 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful. 

THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
† Today		10:30am Worship
12 pm Confirmation Class
† Tuesday 		7 pm Bible Study
† Wednesday 		6pm Soup Supper
			7pm Mid-week Lent Worship
[bookmark: _Hlk126827962]† Sunday		9:30am Sunday School		
			10:30am Worship
12 pm Confirmation Class


Choir
You are invited to share your talents by joining the choir for a brief practice immediately following worship service today. We will be learning hymns that will be used in worship on Sunday morning. Practice will begin as soon as the congregation is ushered out of the sanctuary. We look forward to having you sing praise to the Lord with us soon!

Spring Clean-Up Day
Come and help keep our property looking beautiful!  We are scheduling a spring clean-up day on Saturday, March 25, starting at 9 AM.  Please bring along your own gloves and tools as we will be removing several dead shrubs, trimming bushes and trees, and weeding, and spreading new mulch on the front and side mulch beds of the buildings.  We need many hands to accomplish the work that we are planning.  

Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com

25th Anniversary
In May of 2025, we will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of the founding of Beautiful Savior!  While that seems like a long time off, we are already making plans to celebrate God's grace to us over the years and also will be unveiling a special thankoffering which will raise funds to make improvements and renovations in our sanctuary area.  Watch for more information to come in the following weeks.


Offering Envelopes
If you have not picked up your offering envelope for 2023, please take yours from the entryway table. Many choose to give their thanks offerings online but if you would like an offering envelope and do not have one, please let Pastor know and he will get you one. 


Tuesday Bible Study
Who is Jesus? In our new Tuesday evening Bible Study, we will listen to Jesus tell us who he is by examining his eight “I am” statements in the New Testament. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall starting on Tuesday, February 21st at 7pm and Jesus will tell us who he is—from the “Bread of Life” to the “Vine” and many other beautiful statements of Jesus about himself. 


Giving Statements
If you have not picked up your giving statement for 2022, please check your mailbox for your giving record. If you do not have a giving statement and would like a record of your thanks offerings for 2022, please see Dan Walker in the church office. 


Preschool Early Registration
Early registration for the 2023-2023 school year is now open to the congregation and current preschool families. The registration fee will be reduced to $75 through March 31st. Registration will open to the community beginning March 1st. Please call the office at 931-905-1400 to set up a time to register.

Lunch Bunch this Wednesday
Lunch Bunch will take place this Wednesday, March 15, at 11:30am.  Lunch will be served here at church for our older and/or retired members and friends. If you would like to attend please sign up so the hosts can get an accurate headcount for the meal preparations.  A free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of the meal. After the meal there will be a short devotion. This will be a great opportunity for fellowship and a chance to get to know other people. If you have questions, please talk with Doris Harvey or Pastor Holz.

Camp South
Attention all Youth entering grades 4-9! Get ready for the most fun you'll have this summer at Camp South! With incredible activities like tough mudder, zip line, inflatables, and massive group competitions, you're sure to have a blast! The camp also features next-level worship and the opportunity to make more new friends than you can count. The camp is located just outside of Atlanta at 720 FFA FHA Camp Rd. Covington, GA 30014 and will be held from July 24-28, 2023. The estimated cost of the camp is $315 per attendee and payment and travel will be coordinated through your local church. Please note that each church must provide one like-gendered chaperone for every 5 like-gendered youth. Registration is now open! https://southatlanticyouth.com/camp-south 
Sundays in Lent
Lent is the season of the Church Year where we wrestle with our greatest needs. Lent also demonstrates that in Christ, all our greatest needs are met. Here is what the Spirit makes clear this season. If you lack Christ, you have nothing. If you have Christ, you have everything you truly need! Our worship in Lent will follow this pattern:

Sunday, March 19: Sight for the Blind
Sunday, March 26: Life for the Dead
Sunday, April 2: A Greater Type of King



Mid-week Lent: His Final Steps
Starting Ash Wednesday, February 22, we will begin a series of six mid-week Lent services that will prepare our hearts for the sacrifice of our Savior on Good Friday and his joyful resurrection on Easter Sunday. Prior to the service, there will be a simple “soup supper” at 6pm. Services will begin at 7pm. If you would like to sponsor one of the Wednesday meals, please sign up on the entry way table. 
March 15: His Final Steps Led to Some Greeks
March 22: His Final Steps Led to a Fig Tree
March 29: His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration
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Prayer List

Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Sandy Holz, sister of Gael Irizarry (pneumonia); Renate Banks (illness);Patrick Smalley, brother in law to Jeff Cleveland (in hospice care); Shan Bradford, daughter of Porter Matthew and friend of Margareta Smothers, (injured in car accident); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Mark Lenz, father of Pamela Holz (recovery from tumor surgery); Caleb Westra, friend of the Holz family (Surgeries on his leg and foot after accident); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Autumn Potter & family, friends of Jessica Boulter (death of sister); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer); Steven Owens, father of Mark Owens, (cancer); Kathy Temple (cancer reoccurrence); Eric Smith, friend of Tim Donner (kidney surgery & complications); Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Ruth Amorth, twin sister of Hilde Fox (seriously ill); Gary Davis, husband of Angela Davis (seizures); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: David Johnson, Ernie Rautter
Greeters: Doris Marvey, Mac McCoo
Kitchen: Ingeborg H, Hannah L,  Mary D
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (H-M)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Daniel Lane, Josh Geer
Greeters: Art and Sandy Ebbinger
Kitchen: Charmaine S, Mary D
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (N-S)
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