[bookmark: _Hlk125706455]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church




[image: Text

Description automatically generated]



February 12th, 2023 – Sixth Sunday after Epiphany


SERVICE THEME: THE SAVIOR’S SERMON: LIVE A HOLY LIFE

 

[image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: ]










Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

Prayer for Worship
Heavenly Father, you have invited me to bring my prayers to you, and have promised to hear me. What a privilege to bring to you what is on my heart. Give me courage to not be reluctant to pray, but bring you prayers with confidence you will hear and answer me, according to your loving and wise will for me. 
Amen. 
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629 O God from God, O Light from Light	CW 629 sts. 1–3
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Text: John Julian, 1839–1913, abr., alt.
Tune: Johann Störl’s . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, Stuttgart, 1744
Text and tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession	
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
       Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those things we should have done.  
Have mercy on us, Lord!
	Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
According to your promises in Christ Jesus.
 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Text: John Julian, 1839–1913, abr., alt.
Tune: Johann Störl’s . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, Stuttgart, 1744
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom to know the things that please you and the grace and power always to accomplish them; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading	1 Thessalonians 4:1–12
	1As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.
	3It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God; 6and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before. 7For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God who gives you his Holy Spirit.
	9Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
	
 

119A Teach Me, O LORD	Psalm 119A
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Blessed are those whose ways are / blameless,
    who walk according to the law / of the Lord.
Blessed are those who keep his / statutes
    and seek him with / all their heart.
You have laid down / precepts
    that are to be ful- / ly obeyed.   Refrain
 
Oh, that my ways were / steadfast
    in obeying / your decrees!
Then I would not be / put to shame
    when I consider all / your commands.
I will praise you with an / upright heart
    as I learn your / righteous laws.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain
Tune: Thomas Pavlechko
Setting: Thomas Pavlechko
Music: © 2004, 2012 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Gospel	Matthew 5:21–37
	21“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.
	23“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.
	25“Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.
	27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
	31“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
	33“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.

Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering

696 Take My Life and Let It Be	CW 696
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5	Take my will and make it thine,
it shall be no longer mine;
take my heart, it is thine own,
it shall be thy royal throne,
it shall be thy royal throne.

6	Take my love, my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee,
ever, only, all for thee.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879
Text and tune: Public domain


Sermon	2 Samuel 11:1–17,26-27
	1In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.
	2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 5The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”
	6So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not go down to his house.
	10David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “Haven’t you just come from a military campaign? Why didn’t you go home?”
	11Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!”
	12Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go home.
	14In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15In it he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.”
	16So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest defenders were. 17When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died.
	26When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 27After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the Lord.

“The Giant that Slays David”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.
 
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.
 
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith.
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life.
 
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.
 
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous.
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.
 
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness.
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.
 
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.

697 May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill	CW 697
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Text: Edward Osler, 1789–1863, alt.
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872
Text and tune: Public domain

Closing Prayer

Savior of our souls and Lord of our lives, in the past hour we have come to you as your people at worship. We have asked for and received assurance of your love for us and instructions about your plans for us. Now as we prepare to leave this place of worship, we come to you as individuals who are about to take our place in the every day world. We need you to help us face life in our particular calling in life. Strengthen us to do your will. Make us bold opposing evil wherever we meet it, conscious that we are your children and this world needs to know you. We ask this in your name, Lord Jesus, who we know is able to hear and answer all our prayers.  
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.


835 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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Calls Received
Our preschool director and teacher Miss Noon has received a call to serve as teacher and Early Childhood Ministry Director at Reformation Lutheran Church in San Diego, CA. Pastor Holz has received a call to serve as Pastor at Fount of Life Lutheran Church in Colorado Springs, CO. Please keep both Miss Noon and Pastor Holz in your prayers as they deliberate their calls here at Beautiful Savior and their new calls. They welcome your thoughts and input. 
Offering Envelopes
If you have not picked up your offering envelope for 2023, please take yours from the entryway table. Many choose to give their thanks offerings online but if you would like an offering envelope and do not have one, please let Pastor know and he will get you one. 


Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: “The Glory of the Lord.”  Our readings will be: Exodus 24: 9-18, 2 Peter 1: 16-21, and Matthew 17:1-9..  We will sing the following hymns: 389 How Good, Lord, to Be Here, 388 Down from the Mount of Glory, 639 God Has Spoken by His Prophets, and 522 Beautiful Savior. 




THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
† Today		10:30am Worship
12 pm Bible Information Class
12 pm Confirmation Class
† Monday		9 and 10:30 am Mornings with Mommy
† Wednesday		11:30 am Lunch Bunch
[bookmark: _Hlk126827962]† Sunday		9:30am Sunday School		
			10:30am Worship
12 pm Confirmation Class
12 pm Bible Information Class




One by One Bible Study
One by One is a Bible study based on Pastor David Rosenau’s keynote presentation at the WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership in January of 2020. Using powerful personal stories and drawing from his wealth of experience both as a detective and a parish pastor, Pastor Rosenau helps Christians understand why it is so important to see every soul as a treasure and why we want to be willing to spend the time and effort necessary to share the gospel with each one.  This video-based Bible Study will meet in the fellowship hall at 9:30.
Tuesday Bible Study
Who is Jesus? In our new Tuesday evening Bible Study, we will listen to Jesus tell us who he is by examining his eight “I am” statements in the New Testament. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall starting on Tuesday, February 21st at 7pm and Jesus will tell us who he is—from the “Bread of Life” to the “Vine” and many other beautiful statements of Jesus about himself. 



Giving Statements
If you have not picked up your giving statement for 2022, please check your mailbox for your giving record. If you do not have a giving statement and would like a record of your thanks offerings for 2022, please see Dan Walker in the church office. 

February Calendars and Meditation Books
Help yourself to a copy of the February Church Calendar and the newest Meditations daily devotional book. Both are available on the entry way table. 



Lunch Bunch Is Back!
After a month off while repairs were made in the Fellowship Hall, Lunch Bunch will take place on Wednesday, February 15, at 11:30am, lunch will be served here at church for our older and/or retired members and friends. If you would like to attend please sign up so the hosts can get an accurate headcount for the meal preparations.  A free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of the meal. After the meal there will be a short devotion. This will be a great opportunity for fellowship and a chance to get to know other people. If you have questions, please talk with Doris Harvey or Pastor Holz.
 
Altar Flower Sign-up
If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday Service, please see the sign up chart near the entry way table. It can be for a special occasion, or simply to beautify our altar on a Sunday morning. If you have questions, contact Eileen Cleveland at 239-410-6366 or email at thedoll48@gmail.com
Chili Cook-Off and Cake Bake
We will be having our annual chili cook-off and cake bake on Saturday, February 25th. So bring your best chili and/or your favorite cake to take part in the fun. A panel of judges will sample our creations and declare a winner in three categories: best chili, best cake (non-chocolate), and best cake (chocolate). To be judged, all chilis and cakes must be brought to church no later than 5pm on Saturday, February 25th. The meal will start at 530pm.

Preschool Early Registration
Early registration for the 2023-2023 school year is now open to the congregation and current preschool families. The registration fee will be reduced to $75 through March 31st. Registration will open to the community beginning March 1st. Please see Mrs. Puzzo in the office or call her at 931-905-1400 or speak with any staff member for more information or to schedule a tour. 
Mid-week Lent: His Final Steps
Starting Ash Wednesday, February 22, we will begin a series of six mid-week Lent services that will prepare our hearts for the sacrifice of our Savior on Good Friday and his joyful resurrection on Easter Sunday. Prior to the service, there will be a simple “soup supper” at 6pm. Services will begin at 7pm. If you would like to sponsor one of the Wednesday meals, please sign up on the entry way table. 
 
February 22, Ash Wednesday: His Final Steps Led to his Enemies
March 1: His Final Steps Led to His Father’s House
March 8: His Final Steps Led to a Tomb
March 15: His Final Steps Led to Some Greeks
March 22: His Final Steps Led to a Fig Tree
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]March 29: His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration
 







Prayer List

Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Patrick Smalley, brother in law to Jeff Cleveland, (in hospice care); Shan Bradford, daughter of Porter Matthew and friend of Margareta Smothers, (injured in car accident); Marlys Donner, mother of Tim Donner (declining health); Mark Lenz, father of Pamela Holz (recovery from tumor surgery); Caleb Westra, friend of the Holz family (Surgeries on his leg and foot after accident); Pat Bray, father of Allison Johnson (skin cancer and surgery); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Autumn Potter & family, friends of Jessica Boulter (death of sister); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer); Roger Chism, friend of Hilde Fox (diverticulitis); Steven Owens, father of Mark Owens, (cancer); Kathy Temple (cancer reoccurrence); Eric Smith, friend of Tim Donner (kidney surgery & complications); Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Ruth Amorth, twin sister of Hilde Fox (seriously ill); Gary Davis, husband of Angela Davis (seizures); Gidget Tate (Health issues). If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.
 






Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: David Johnson, Ernie Rautter
Greeters: Doris Harvey, Mac McCoo 
Kitchen: Ingeborg Haught, Mary Daniel
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (H-M)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Daniel L, Josh G
Greeters: Art & Sandy E
Kitchen: Charmaine S, Mary D
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: (N-S)
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At the riv - er I stand; Guide my feet, hold my hand,
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hand, pre - cious Lead me home.
hand, pre - cious Lead me home.
hand, pre - cious Lead me home.
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@ Beautiful Savior
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving all people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ




image3.jpeg




