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December 4, 2022 – Second Sunday in Advent
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

PRAYER FOR WORSHIP
Heavenly Father, prepare my heart for the arrival of your Son and my Savior. Help me to clear out everything that prevents me and distracts me from the birth of my Savior. Use your Word to give me peace and hope so that I am ready not only for the arrival of the Babe of Bethlehem, but also for the King of Kings when he comes in glory. Amen. 
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Kent Holz, Pastor							
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beautifulsaviorpreschool@gmail.com                                              
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain



In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession	
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

313 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes	CW 313
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–1751, abr., alt.
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain


Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading	Isaiah 11:1–10
1A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
	from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
	the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
	the Spirit of counsel and of might,
	the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—
3and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
	or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
	with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
	with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5Righteousness will be his belt
	and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
6The wolf will live with the lamb,
	the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
	and a little child will lead them.
7The cow will feed with the bear,
	their young will lie down together,
	and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
	and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
9They will neither harm nor destroy
	on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord
	as the waters cover the sea.
	10In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.
325 My Soul in Stillness Waits	CW 325
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and tune: © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Second Reading	Romans 15:4–13
	4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.
	5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
	7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written:
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
	I will sing the praises of your name.”
10Again, it says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”
11And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
	let all the peoples extol him.”
12And again, Isaiah says,
“The Root of Jesse will spring up,
	one who will arise to rule over the nations;
	in him the Gentiles will hope.”
	13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.


Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.



316 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry	CW 316
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Text: tr. composite; Charles Coffin, 1676–1749
Tune: Latin, 15th cent., adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621
Text and tune: Public domain




Gospel	Matthew 3:1–12
	1In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
	make straight paths for him.’ ”
	4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
	7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
	11“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

“Tis the season—for repentance!”


Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son 
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Sacrament

Preface	
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)	
V.1	O holy, holy, holy, Lord God of pow’r and might
		Your glory, earth and heaven, In countless ways recite. 
		Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high,
		And in your grace and mercy, Receive our fervent cry. 

V. 2	Hosanna in the highest! How truly blest is he
		Who in God’s name is coming, to set his people free!
		He comes to bring salvation, and with his blood outpoured
		Deliver us from bondage, Hosanna Mighty Lord. 


Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God
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Distribution (When we come to the Lord’s Supper, we receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the personal assurance of forgiveness. But the Lord’s Supper is also a confessional act, by which we confess a oneness of faith. We therefore ask only those who are confirmed members of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church or of sister Wisconsin Synod Lutheran churches to approach the altar. If anyone has a question about our communion practice or would like to become a communicant member of Beautiful Savior, please speak with the pastor after the service.)

312 Comfort, Comfort All My People	CW 312
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Communion Blessing

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. Go T in peace.
Amen.
Prayer
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.



609 We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer	CW 609
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Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882–1963, alt.
Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, Haarlem, 1626
Text and tune: Public domain
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: “Come, Lord Jesus—as Messiah!”  Our readings will be: Isaiah 35: 1-10, James 5: 7-11, and Matthew 11: 2-11.  We will sing the following hymns: 307 When the King Shall Come, 324 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You, 812 Christ, the Sure and Steady Anchor, and 519 There is a Redeemer.  



THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
† Today		9:30am Sunday School 
			10:30am Worship
			12 pm Confirmation Class
12 pm Bible Information Class
12-4 pm Christmas for Kids
† Monday                 	9 and 10:30 am Mornings with Mommy
† Sunday		9:30am Sunday School		
			10:30am Worship
12 pm Confirmation Class
12 pm Bible Information Class
			6 pm German Christmas Service


Christmas for Kids
Today we are having a program after church called Christmas for Kids from 12pm-4pm.  What is it?  Christmas for Kids is for kids from the ages of age 3 through third grade. They will participate in crafts and activities that focus on Christ coming to be our Savior at Christmas. It also provides parents with some time to go get some shopping done or free time. If you would like to help with the program, speak with Beth Taylor.  If you would like to sign up for Christmas for Kids, see the sign-up sheet on the back table


Seek First the Kingdom
Join in a new Sunday Bible Study series called, “Seek first the Kingdom.”
Sunday, Dec. 4th,    “Get Tough with Temptation”
Sunday, Dec. 11th,    “Don’t be Frightened if you Fail”
The Bible Study begins at 9:30 in the fellowship hall. Please join in!


Christmas Eve –Children Participation
For our Christmas Eve service this year, we will be incorporating a few parts of the service where children of the congregation may participate.  If you would like your child to be involved, please speak with Ruth Roehr here at church today.  


German Christmas Service
Our annual German Christmas service will take place on Sunday, December 11, at 6pm.  Our guest speaker will be Pastor James Dannell, a pastor and professor of German and history and also Academic Dean at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN.  There are invite flyers on the front entry table. Following the service, there will be coffee and cake served in the Fellowship Hall. 


Ladies’ Christmas party
On Saturday, December 17, there will be a ladies’ Christmas party in the church fellowship hall.  There will be a short program, a gift exchange, and plenty of food and fun.  If you would like to take part in the white elephant gift exchange, bring along a gift (no more than $15) to share.  Also, bring along a treat to share, and if you want to wear your favorite ugly Christmas sweater, wear that too!  The party will be from 11-3.  Come and have fun!


Advent Devotion Books
There are free devotion booklets available in the entry way from Martin Luther College, our WELS College of Ministry. The books are called “The Word Made Flesh: The Historical Reality of Christmas.” Starting on December 1st, there are daily devotions for each day until Christmas. Please help yourself to a copy. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight
This year we will celebrate the birth of Our Savior with a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. We will sing God’s praises and hear the angels’ glad tidings that The Savior has been born. The service will be at 5pm. 



Advent Series: Come, Lord Jesus!
“Advent” is a Latin word that means “coming.” The season of Advent is the four week period before Christmas that the Church uses to connect the two “comings” of Christ. The first time the Lord came into our world it was as a tiny, helpless baby, born in a manger in Bethlehem. However, when Jesus comes again, it will be in all his power and glory with his angelic army behind him. He will be coming as judge at the end of time. Let us use these four weeks to pray: Come, Lord Jesus!  

Second Sunday in Advent-12/4/2022-Come, Lord Jesus—as Judge!
Third Sunday in Advent-12/11/2022- Come, Lord Jesus—as Messiah!
Fourth Sunday in Advent-12/18/2022- Come, Lord Jesus—as Immanuel! 


Meeting Update
At our Voter’s Meeting earlier in the month, we passed our annual budget for both church and preschool. We also re-elected to two-year terms our church vice-president, Art Ebbinger, and our Secretary, Matt Filter. We thank both men for their willingness to serve and keep them and all our leaders in your prayers as they serve you and our church!
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WELS Teen Ski Trip
WHO: All youth ages 11-18 
WHAT: An exciting weekend in the mountains of Gatlinburg! Activities include a scavenger hunt, skiing or snowboarding, games, Bible study, worship, meeting new friends, pool, hot tub, and lots of good food.
WHERE: Lodging is at the Edgewater Resort; Skiing / Snowboarding is at Ober Gatlingburg
WHEN: February 3-5, 2023 (Activities begin Friday night and go through Sunday afternoon). The deadline to register through your local church is December 15, 2022. 
HOW: The cost for the entire weekend is all inclusive with all activities, meals, equipment rental, and a t-shirt for $200-215 / person. (The cost is determined by the type of activity. Each church will receive one invoice and send in one payment per group.)

Scan the QR code to take you to the registration page!
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Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Mark Lenz, father of Pamela Holz (recovery from tumor surgery); Caleb Westra, friend of the Holz family (Surgeries on his leg and foot after accident); Pat Bray, father of Allison Johnson (skin cancer and surgery); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Ed Scarano (cancer diagnosis and treatment);  Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Andy Hudson, friend of Mac McCoo (pneumonia & Covid); Autumn Potter & family, friends of Jessica Boulter (death of sister); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer); Roger Chism, friend of Hilde Fox (diverticulitis); Steven Owens, father of Mark Owens, (cancer); Kathy Temple (cancer reoccurrence); Eric Smith, friend of Tim Donner (kidney surgery & complications); Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Ruth Amorth, twin sister of Hilde Fox (seriously ill); Gary Davis, husband of Angela Davis (seizures); Gidget Tate (Health issues); Maria Sauer, Friend of Karin Galvin. If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.
 





Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: Mike Rathge, Trey Church
Greeters: Jeff and Eileen Cleveland
Kitchen: Gail I, Loretta W, Mary D 
Piano: Barb Noon
Fellowship: A-G 
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: David J, Ernie R
Greeters: Doris H, Mac M
Kitchen: Charmaine S, Mary D
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: H-M
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