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December 11, 2022 – Third Sunday in Advent

 

SERVICE THEME: COME, LORD JESUS—AS MESSIAH!
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Welcome-- We are glad you could join us today!  It is our hope that this service is a blessing to you. Please join us for worship again soon.

· Please save the last two rows of pews for parents with small children.

· Parents with little ones: If your child becomes restless during the service, that’s okay… We’re glad they’re here, and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear his Word: “Let the little children come to me.” If you need to be with your child in the Fellowship Hall, the service can be heard through a speaker.

· Five minutes before the worship service begins the usher will light the candles. This is our signal to quiet down and prepare our hearts for worship.

· Restrooms are conveniently located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

· Please silence your cell phone before the start of the service.
 

PRAYER FOR WORSHIP
Heavenly Father, prepare my heart for the arrival of your Son and my Savior. Help me to clear out everything that prevents me and distracts me from the birth of my Savior. Use your Word to give me peace and hope so that I am ready not only for the arrival of the Babe of Bethlehem, but also for the King of Kings when he comes in glory. Amen. 
 


Kent Holz, Pastor							[bookmark: _Hlk115346222]Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
2526 Whitfield Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
931-905-1400
Website: www.bslclarksville.com

Bslc.clarksville@gmail.com
Barbara Noon, Preschool Director
beautifulsaviorpreschool@gmail.com                                              
307 When the King Shall Come Again	CW 307 sts. 1–3
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Text: Christopher M. Idle, b. 1938
Tune: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547
Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession	CW 154
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  
Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
	For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
	For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
307 When the King Shall Come Again	CW 307 st. 4
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
Text: Christopher M. Idle, b. 1938
Tune: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547
Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626
Tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading	Isaiah 35: 1-10
1The desert and the parched land will be glad;
	the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom;
	it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
	the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the Lord,
	the splendor of our God.
3Strengthen the feeble hands,
	steady the knees that give way;
4say to those with fearful hearts,
	“Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
	he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
	he will come to save you.”
5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
	and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6Then will the lame leap like a deer,
	and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness
	and streams in the desert.
7The burning sand will become a pool,
	the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
In the haunts where jackals once lay,
	grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.
8And a highway will be there;
	it will be called the Way of Holiness;
	it will be for those who walk on that Way.
The unclean will not journey on it;
	wicked fools will not go about on it.
9No lion will be there,
	nor any ravenous beast;
	they will not be found there.
But only the redeemed will walk there,
	10and those the Lord has rescued will return.
They will enter Zion with singing;
	everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them,
	and sorrow and sighing will flee away.
146A I Will Praise the Lord All My Life	Psalm 146A
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I will praise the Lord all my life;
   I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
Do not put your trust in princes,
   in human beings, who cannot save.
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
   whose hope is in the Lord their God.    Refrain
 
He upholds the cause of the oppressed
   and gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets pris’ners free,
   the Lord gives sight to the blind.
The Lord reigns forever,
   your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
   and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
   is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Henry V. Gerike
Setting: Henry V. Gerike
Music: © 2002 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130353436
Second Reading	James 5:7–11
	7Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
	10Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
 
Children's Devotion Ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson.

Children's Church  During the service, parents may choose to take their children (ages 2-5) to Children’s Church. There they will hear a Bible story, and sing songs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.

324 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You	CW 324 sts. 1–4
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Text: tr. composite; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon	Matthew 11:2–11
	2When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”
	4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”
	7As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written:
“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
	 who will prepare your way before you.’
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

“What are your expectations for Jesus?”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Description automatically generated]Offering  “We love because he first loved us.” 1Jn 4:19  God’s love in sending Jesus to live, to suffer, and to die for each of us motivates the members of Beautiful Savior to show their love and thanks by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained.
*If you would like to give your regular offering envelope, you can mail it to the church. If you would like to give securely online, scan this code or follow this link: bslclarksville.com 
Prayer of the Church
Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.
We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the works of the devil.
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
 
You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.
Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.
 
Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
 
Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved.
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.
812 Christ, the Sure and Steady Anchor	CW 812
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Text: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979
Tune: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979
Text and tune: © 2016 Getty Music Songs, Messenger Hymns, and Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716626

Closing Prayer
Precious Savior, you first came into the world in utter poverty and deepest humility. Today you also came to us in your Word, in love, and in mercy. We know that you are going to come once again, in might and in majesty. Before that great day comes, implant your truth deeply in our hearts, so that all we attempt or achieve will serve to honor you, our Savior-King, who is worthy of all our praise. 
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

519 There Is a Redeemer	CW 519
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Text: Melody Green, b. 1946
Tune: Melody Green, b. 1946, alt.
Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music/Ears To Hear Music/Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publ., admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: One License no. A-716626
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Next Week’s Worship
Our theme for worship: “Come, Lord Jesus—as Immanuel”  Our readings will be: Isaiah 7: 10-14, Romans 1: 1-7 and Matthew 1: 18-25.  We will sing the following hymns: 327, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 320, As Angels Joyed with One Accord, 496 Jesus, Name of Wondrous Love, and 330 Peace Came to Earth. 



THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
† Today		9:30am Sunday School 
			10:30am Worship
			12 pm Confirmation Class
12 pm Bible Information Class
6 pm German Christmas Service
† Tuesday		5:30pm Steering Committee
† Sunday		9:30am Sunday School		
			10:30am Worship
12 pm Confirmation Class
12 pm Bible Information Class
			

Seek First the Kingdom
Join in our Sunday Bible Study series called, “Seek first the Kingdom.”
Sunday, Dec. 11th,    “Don’t be Frightened if you Fail”
Sunday, Dec. 18th,    “Utilize the Power of Prayer”
The Bible Study begins at 9:30 in the fellowship hall. Please join in!


Christmas Eve –Children Participation
For our Christmas Eve service this year, we will be incorporating a few parts of the service where children of the congregation may participate.  If you would like your child to be involved, please speak with Ruth Roehr here at church today.  


German Christmas Service
Our annual German Christmas service will take place today at 6pm.  Our guest speaker will be Pastor James Dannell, a pastor and professor of German and history and also Academic Dean at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN.  There are invite flyers on the front entry table. Following the service, there will be coffee and cake served in the Fellowship Hall. 


Ladies’ Christmas party
On Saturday, December 17, there will be a ladies’ Christmas party in the church fellowship hall.  There will be a short program, a gift exchange, and plenty of food and fun.  If you would like to take part in the white elephant gift exchange, bring along a gift (no more than $15) to share.  Also, bring along a treat to share, and if you want to wear your favorite ugly Christmas sweater, wear that too!  The party will be from 11-3.  Come and have fun!


Christmas Eve Candlelight
This year we will celebrate the birth of Our Savior with a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. We will sing God’s praises and hear the angels’ glad tidings that The Savior has been born. The service will be at 5pm. If you would like to help usher, please speak with Pastor Holz. We will need 6 ushers.


Advent Series: Come, Lord Jesus!
“Advent” is a Latin word that means “coming.” The season of Advent is the four week period before Christmas that the Church uses to connect the two “comings” of Christ. The first time the Lord came into our world it was as a tiny, helpless baby, born in a manger in Bethlehem. However, when Jesus comes again, it will be in all his power and glory with his angelic army behind him. He will be coming as judge at the end of time. Let us use these four weeks to pray: Come, Lord Jesus!  

Third Sunday in Advent-12/11/2022- Come, Lord Jesus—as Messiah!
Fourth Sunday in Advent-12/18/2022- Come, Lord Jesus—as Immanuel! 


Thank you
A big thanks for the FUEL donations that went to provide supplemental nutrition to students in need at Glenellen Elementary. The donation was greatly appreciated! 

Lunch Bunch
On Wednesday, December 21st at 11:30am, lunch will be served here at church for our older and/or retired members and friends. If you would like to attend
please sign up so the hosts can get an accurate headcount for the meal preparations. A free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of the meal. After the meal there will be a short devotion. If you have questions, please talk with Doris Harvey or Pastor Holz.
WELS Teen Ski Trip
WHO: All youth ages 11-18 
WHAT: An exciting weekend in the mountains of Gatlinburg! Activities include a scavenger hunt, skiing or snowboarding, games, Bible study, worship, meeting new friends, pool, hot tub, and lots of good food.
WHERE: Lodging is at the Edgewater Resort; Skiing / Snowboarding is at Ober Gatlingburg
WHEN: February 3-5, 2023 (Activities begin Friday night and go through Sunday afternoon). The deadline to register through your local church is December 15, 2022. 
HOW: The cost for the entire weekend is all inclusive with all activities, meals, equipment rental, and a t-shirt for $200-215 / person. (The cost is determined by the type of activity. Each church will receive one invoice and send in one payment per group.)

Scan the QR code to take you to the registration page!
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Prayer List
Thank the Lord for the safe return of all the soldiers who recently came home and all soldiers and their families who are facing deployment. Please keep in your prayers this week all soldiers who are currently deployed. Please also remember: Mark Lenz, father of Pamela Holz (recovery from tumor surgery); Caleb Westra, friend of the Holz family (Surgeries on his leg and foot after accident); Pat Bray, father of Allison Johnson (skin cancer and surgery); Josh Carter, friend of Adam Holz (recovery from car accident); Ed Scarano (cancer diagnosis and treatment);  Stacy Schroeder, daughter of Jeff & Eileen Cleveland (melanoma diagnosis); Andy Hudson, friend of Mac McCoo (pneumonia & Covid); Autumn Potter & family, friends of Jessica Boulter (death of sister); Aimee Gerkhardt, sister in law of Jessica Church (breast cancer); Roger Chism, friend of Hilde Fox (diverticulitis); Steven Owens, father of Mark Owens, (cancer); Kathy Temple (cancer reoccurrence); Eric Smith, friend of Tim Donner (kidney surgery & complications); Brandon Vannoy, friend of Mac McCoo (seizures); Sheila Lynch, sister of Gayle Brooks (unable to walk); Drake Robideau, friend of Mary Daniel (strength & wellness); Mike LaFave (back problems); Linda Thomas, sister of Gayle Brooks, (physical rehab after injury); Ruth Amorth, twin sister of Hilde Fox (seriously ill); Gary Davis, husband of Angela Davis (seizures); Gidget Tate (Health issues); Maria Sauer, Friend of Karin Galvin. If you would like to have a name or situation included or if you would like to give an update on a prayer request, please contact Pastor Holz or call the church office at 931-905-1400.
 





Serving in God’s House 

Ushers: David J, Ernie R
Greeters: Doris H, Mac M
Kitchen: Ingeborg H, Mary D
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (H-M)
 
Serving next week:   
Ushers: Daniel L, Josh G
Greeters: Art & Sandy E
Kitchen: Charmaine S, Mary D
Piano: Deb White
Fellowship: (N-S)
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